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‘Pursue MBA after minimum work experience’

TIRUCHI, SEPTEMBER 01, 2018 00:00 IST
UPDATED: SEPTEMBER 01, 2018 05:38 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

It is always beneficial for MBA aspirants to pursue the course after gaining a minimum work experience,
Suresh Krishna, Chief Operating Officer of Sleep Number, told students of National Institute of Technology
- Tiruchi recently.

Giving tips and technical guidance to students on a range of management topics, Mr. Suresh Krishna, an
alumnus, who delivered a guest lecture on ‘Innovation Management,” urged MBA aspirants to introspect
before choosing between India and abroad for pursuing the course. MBAs abroad are expensive and the
scholarship for international students is very limited.

India has an untapped consumer market among which healthcare, automotive and IT have a perception
abroad as being innovative thanks to which a management career in India would ensure fast growth, he said.
A 1991 alumnus of NITT, Suresh Krishna, who holds an MBA from the Kellogg’s Business School, where
he serves in the advisory board, said three categories of research - process, product and consumer - were
needed for successful innovation while describing how some successful companies had addressed
innovation.

Citing the instance of the company he works for, he said Sleep Number innovates on revolutionizing sleep
by using IoT (Internet of Things) to track sleep patterns and collect a sleep data bank. Consumer research
was needed for successful innovation focussing on process, product and consumer. Consumer research was
important for good commercialisation and profits.

On the roadmap for success in innovation, he said leadership and execution were important while introducing
new products. Talent and cordial partnership with suppliers and the market were necessary elements of
success. Describing what ‘stage gate process’ means, he said companies need to have multi-year strategies
by which small innovations and updates are regularly introduced. Mr. Suresh Krishna also interacted with
the Director of NITT Mini Shaji Thomas. Sankara Raman Sankaranarayanan, Dean (Institutional

Development and Alumni Relations) also addressed the students.
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Make most of Swayam: AICTE chief to students
TNN | Sep 2, 2018, 11.31 PM IST

Trichy: Emphasising the need to make learning a lifelong process, the chairman of All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE), Anil D Sahasrabudhe, has asked students to make use of Swayam, the
Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) platform developed by the AICTE with the support of MHRD, for
the purpose.

Speaking at the 32nd convocation of Sastra deemed university, he pointed out that 1.7 crore books and
documents were available online under another digital initiative of the government, the National Digital
Library (NDL). He said that three types of learners could benefit from the courses, the casual learners, those
interested in getting a certificate for career prospects and students already enrolled in any university who
could get 20% credits from Swayam. “There are more than 1,500 courses from the best faculty in all
domains,” he said.

He also mentioned the National Academic Depository which could host certificates of students and be
verified by the employers. This facility obviated the need for getting duplicate certificates, he added. The
laboratories and workshops in educational institutions should be kept open for the benefit of students. “Only
two days ago, the ministry of human resources and development (MHRD) had established its innovation cell
on AICTE premises. If these initiatives succeed, India will move from the current 57th position in the Global
Innovation Index (GII) to one of the top 20 countries in another five years,” he

added.

A total of 3,528 students were given degree certificates of which 63 were PhDs. Founder Chancellor's Award
which consists of a citation along with Rs 25,000 cash award was given to S Nivethitha in engineering

category and Khan Behlol Ayaz Ahmed in science category.

2nd September 2018
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Festember 18 begins with social initiative

TIRUCHI, SEPTEMBER 02, 2018 22:06 IST
UPDATED: SEPTEMBER 02, 2018 22:06 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
Students of National Institute of Technology - Tiruchi conduct an inter-school literature event

Students of National Institute of Technology - Tiruchi (NITT) started off their celebration of Festember 18,
their annual cultural festival, by carrying out a social initiative titled 'Channeled Clarity Towards Charity’,
an inter-school literature event, at Akara World School, on Saturday.

Students of classes VI to XI were engaged in several activities including spellathon, poster designing,
courtroom clash, writer's block, green olympiad, pixtempore, thespians and quiz.

Spellathon was a spelling bee contest in which students of lower classes performed better than their seniors.
The uniqueness of the poster competition was that the students had to choose a topic and depict positive and
negative aspects on two sides.

The topics ranged from 'traditional and modern life' to 'Independent digital India'. Likewise, in Courtroom
Clash, students had to speak both for and against the topic given to them. The topics for creative writing
included floods, heart, rainbow, chocolate, dolphin and umbrella.

The students were required to write 200 words in 45 minutes. Expectedly, the green olympiad pertained to
questions on environment. Pixtempore required students to speak on pictures shown to them on stage for two
to three minutes.

Thespians introduced students to conceptualisation of product-related advertisements. All students were

given certificates at the end, according to the organisers.

2" September 2018
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NIT-T Finds Waste Dumped In Ariyamangalam Yard Is Down By 30%

Corpn submits bio-mining plan, on
course to reclaiming dump yard
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» Waste generation
in city before 2016
430 metric tonnes

FACT CHECK

» Waste generation in
city as on August, 2018
450 metric tonnes

d > Total amount of
% waste heading to
ey Ariyamangalam
o dump yard
o 44.50 metric tonnes

Biodegradable
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reduction
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Non-biodegradable

40% 60%
THE ROAD AHEAD

4 > The high power committee

1 comprising state government officials
will have to okay the proposal for bio-
mining by Trichy City Corporation

» After getting administrative approval,
technical sanction is needed from the

richy's long-standing dream of  have commenced field works to reclaim the % committee
reclaiming the 47.5-acre waste  dump yard. Hence, we have already complet- =
Area of dump yard dump yard at Ariyamangalam  ed paper works to obtain the approval from » Work on bio-mining has to be
has got a step closer to reality  the high-power committee for bio-mining commence by the end of 2018
47.5 acre with Trichy City Corporation based on a report from NIT-Trichy;” a senior
———————— (TCC)submitting a proposal to the high pow-  official with the civic body said. =
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Quantity of wastein o waste dumped in the yard hascome down  to the civic body’s decentralised waste man-
Ariyamangalamdump by 300, in past four years. agement system and the recent fireaccidents 40 5 50
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which would be given by anagency entrusted  dran, commissioner, Trichy Corporation So £ g ‘g £ E
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Students interact with entrepreneurs

TIRUCHI, SEPTEMBER 06, 2018 00:00 IST
UPDATED: SEPTEMBER 06, 2018 05:05 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Students of National Institute of Technology, Tiruchi, gained valuable insights on entrepreneurship during
the Start-up Weekend. The event, a part of a global initiative powered by TechStars and Google for
Entrepreneurs, initiated participants to get a glimpse of the dynamics of start-ups over 54 hours through
interactions with successful entrepreneurs.

After listening to a talk by Suman Mishra, AVP Business Development, Tech Mahindra, about the Indian
start-up ecosystem and the current funding scenario, the participants pitched their ideas. Out of 35 ideas, 10
were selected and teams were formed to take the ideas forward at the end of the first day. The students who
felt motivated by the progress made by prominent start-ups founded by alumni, worked on building their
product and getting their business model validated by mentors.

The mentors identified on the basis of domain expertise in multiple fields constituted Atul Manohar, Director
of User Experience, Informatica; Saurabh Pareek, Senior Product Manager, Paypal; Mothi Venkatesh,
Product Marketing Manager, Playment; Shubham Badal, Co-founder, CybrHome; Naveen Athresh, Head of
Product, Liquid Mind Product; Purnank Prakash, Co-founder at Tacnik and EsportsVilla;

and Prashanth Venkataraman, Co-founder at Beecon Fleet Management.

An interesting aspect of the second day was the live video chat the NIT-T students had with their counterparts
attending the Start-up weekend event at New Zealand signifying the global nature of the event. The teams
had to finalise their business canvas model and present their pitches to the judges for evaluation. The final
pitch was preceded by a mock pitching session in the presence of mentors. The judging panel consisted of
Hari Krishnan, Co Founder, Hacker Earth; Chandrashekar Kupperi, Founder, Anova Corp Services; and Hari
Krishnan, Fund Manager, Astarc Ventures.

Team “Meili,” which won the coveted first prize, developed a travel guide with an automated option and
integrated Augmented Reality. The runners-up, Team “Houstel,” aimed to make students feel closer to home

while being in the hostel. Team “Freshly Brewed” which won the third prize, developed a clothing line aimed

at customising apparel for college based events and societies. Samson Mathew, Dean (Students Welfare),

NIT-T distributed prizes.
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Student wins the race in 37 minutes and 11 seconds A large number of students participated in the
‘Sportsfete Marathon’ organised at the National Institute of Technology (NIT-T) campus on Wednesday.
Sportsfete is the annual inter-departmental sports fest of NIT-T. Sports persons, representing their

departments, compete against each other in various events.

This year, Sportsfete will be held from September 8 comprising over 15 sport categories and 14
departments vying for the coveted trophy. Held three days prior to Sportsfete is the marathon, which draws

a huge crowd every year.

Almost all students in the campus participate in the event. It was no different this year too. The race was
flagged off by NIT-T Director Mini Shaji Thomas, who also participated in the event. The men’s marathon

was kicked off first followed by the women's race.

While the event for men involved three laps of a circuit around the campus covering a distance of 10 km
approximately, women had to run 6 km. Sam from the civil engineering department finished the race in 37
minutes and 11 seconds. Nearly 400 people made it to the finish line under 55 minutes, according to the

organisers.

7th September 2018
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¥ 500 temporary devices to restore power supply to be given

NIT-T students reach tech
to help Kerala flood victims

R. VALAYAPATHY | DC
TIRUCHY, SEPT 9

The National Institute of
Technology (NIT-T)
Tiruchy is responding to
a call from the Institute of
Electrical and Electronics
Engineers (IEEE) Kerala
Section, by fabricating
temporary electricity dis-
tribution  boards to
restore power to homes
still reeling under the
devastating floods. The
Faculty and the students
with support from alum-
ni, are in overdrive to
deliver the requisitioned
numbers in time.

An NIT-T release said
here on Sunday that the
catastrophe that struck
‘God’s Own Country’ as in
the recent floods was
unprecedented.  Thus,
their (NIT-T) project

includes design, mass
production and installa-
tion of a low-cost electric
distribution board as a
minimum power outlet.

This would allow the
affected, still in relief

cheque for 210,09,514, to the district collector,
Ernakulam, Mr. M. Y Safirullah towards contribution to

the Chief Minister's Distress Relief Fund.

camps, to return home for
cleaning and sanitization.
The IEEE Kerala section’s
indigenous design of tem-
porary distribution boa-
rds was approved by the
State Electricity Board
and it was decided to dis-
tribute 500 such boards to
the worst affected people,
it added.

The NIT-T director, Dr

-DC

Mini Shaji Thomas,
accompanied a team and
alumni to accomplish the
task of fabrication based
on the approved design.

Sajas Electricals, found-
ed by Jayaram Sadasi-
vam, an alumnus allowed
his facility for making the
boards.

The NIT'T students have
contributed 5.32 lakh

towards this noble cause,
she said.

The Alumni Association
of NIT-T has also prom:
ised an additional amo-
unt of Ttwo lakh for the
fabrication of the boards.
Besides mobilising funds
the student volunteers
also set about assembling
the components.

The first fabricated
board was handed over to
the IEEE Kerala Section
Chair Prof. Sameer by Dr
Mini Shaji Thomas, dur-
ing the ‘IEEE Women in
Engineering Internatio-
nal Leadership Summit’,
on September 7 where she
was the keynote speaker.
The fabricated and
assembled 500 boards will
be dispatched soon to
Kerala.

Dr Mini Shaji Thomas
also handed over a cheque
for 210,09,514, to the dis-
trict collector, Ernaku-
lum, Mr. M. Y Safirullah
towards contribution to
the Chief Minister’s
Distress Relief Fund, the
release added.
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NIT Trichy making electric distribution boards to help
restore power supply in flood-hit Kerala homes

TNN | Sep 9, 2018, 05.53 PM IST
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TRICHY: Responding to a call by IEEE Kerala section, the National Institute of Technology (NIT) Trichy
is fabricating temporary electric distribution boards to restore power in flood-affected homes in the
neighbouring state.

Restoring power supply was one of the major problems faced by people in Kerala after the floods.
Thousands of houses that were completely inundated should be rewired.

The IEEE Kerala section launched a massive drive for electricity reconnection under the Jala Jyothi
Programme to restore power using temporary distribution boards.

The project includes design, mass production and installation of low-cost electric distribution boards.

The IEEE Kerala section’s indigenous design of temporary distribution boards was approved by the Kerala
State Electricity Board, and it was decided to distribute 500 such boards to the worst affected people.

NIT Trichy director Mini Shaji Thomas put together a team of faculty, non-teaching staff members,
students and alumni to accomplish the task of fabrication based on the approved design.

The first fabricated board was handed over to IEEE Kerala section chair Sameer by Thomas during the
IEEE Women in Engineering International Leadership Summit in Kochi on Friday.

The fabrication and the assembling of the 500 boards is almost complete. They will be dispatched to
Kerala.

9th September 2018
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Kerala: NIT in process of urgently fabricating low cost, temporary power distribution

boards in flood ravaged towns

The National Institute of Technology (NIT), Trichy is in the process of urgently fabricating
low cost, temporary power distribution boards for use in the flood ravaged towns and
villages of Kerala. Dr Mini Shaji Thomas, Director, NIT said that these boards will help the

house owners to return to their inundated homes and start cleaning and sanitation works.

Dr Mini Thomas handed over the first board to the Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers (IEEE) authorities. She pointed out that the boards were being fabricated
according to the designs approved by the IEEE. Dr Mini Thomas also said that the first
batch of more than 500 boards will soon be dispatched to Kerala and the work is being

taken up on a war footing by the present students, faculty and alumni of the NIT.

9th September 2018
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NIT- Tlruchy assembles elecmc boards to help
light homes of flood victims in Kerala

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
o S

RESPONDINGto a callfrom the
Institute of Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineers (IEEE) Kerala
Section, the National Institute
of Technology-Tiruchy (NIT-T)
assembled temporary electric
distribution boards to restore
power to homes that bore the
brunt of the floods in the State.
The faculty andstudents of NIT-
T along with alumni's support
are in overdrive to deliver the
requisitioned numbers in time,

The IEEE Kerala Section
launched a massive drive under
the Jala Jyothi Programme to
restore power using temporary
distribution boards. The project
includes design, mass produc-
tion and installation of a low-
cost electric distribution board
as a minimum power outlet
which would allow the flood vic-

tims, still in relief camps, to re-
turn home for cleaning and
sanitisation.

Similarly, the IEEE Kerala

Section's indigenous designof

temporary distribution boards
was approved by the State Elec-
tricity Board and it was decided
to distribute 500 such boards to
the worst affected in Kerala.

NIT-T Director Mini Shaji
Thomas put together a team of
faculty, staff, students and alum-
nito accomplish the task of fab-
rication based on the approved
design. Sajas Electricals, found-
ed by Jayaram Sadasivam, an
alumnus of NIT-T, allowed his
facility to be used for making
these boards.

The students of NIT-T con-
tributed ¥5.32 lakh towards this
noble cause while the alumni as-
sociation of the institute has
also promised an additional
amount of X2 lakh for the fabri-

NIT-T director Mini Shaji Thomas (right) handing over the first electricity board to
IEEE Kerala Section Chair professor Sameer S M (second from right) | exeaess

cation of the boards.

Besides mobilising funds, the
student volunteers went about
assembling the components.
The IEEE Indian Office Director,
Harish Mysore, Amarnath Raja
of the Kerala Section and profes-
sor Bakthavatsalam of NIT-T
coordinated the project.

The first fabricated board was
handed over to the [EEE Kerala

Section Chair professor Sameer
S M by the NIT-T director re-
cently during the [EEE Women
in Engineering International
Leadership Summit, where
Thomas was keynote speaker.
The fabrication and assem-
bling of the 500 boards are al-
most complete at Sajas Electri-
cals, Tiruchy and will be
dispatched soon to Kerala.

INDIAN
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NIT-T students reach out to flood-ravaged Kerala

TIRUCHI, SEPTEMBER 10, 2018 00:00 IST
UPDATED: SEPTEMBER 10, 2018 05:15 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Fabricate 500 electric boards for homes of affected people

Responding to a call from the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) Kerala Section,
students of National Institute of Technology - Tiruchi fabricated 500 electric boards for distribution to worst
affected people in the Kerala floods.

The faculty, students and alumni got their acts together for fabrication of the temporary electric distribution
boards that will pave way for restoration of power to houses devastated by the floods.

The IEEE Kerala Section had launched a massive drive for Electricity Reconnection under the Jala Jyothi
Programme, to restore power using temporary distribution boards. The project includes design, mass
production and installation of a low-cost electric distribution board as a minimum power outlet.

In the first phase of rehabilitation, one of the major problems identified was the difficulties in restoring power
supply. Hundreds of houses that were completely inundated would have to be rewired on a war footing. The
IEEE Kerala section’s indigenous design of temporary distribution boards was approved by the State
Electricity Board.

Director of NIT Tiruchi Mini Shaji Thomas formed a team of faculty, staff, students and alumni to
accomplish the task of fabrication based on the approved design.

The students utilised the facilities at Sajas Electricals, founded by Jayaram Sadasivam, an alumnus, for
making the boards with their contribution of Rs. 5.32 lakh. The Alumni Association of NIT-T has assured to
pitch in with an additional Rs. 2 lakh for the purpose. The student volunteers went about assembling the
components under the coordination of the IEEE Indian Office Director Harish Mysore, Amarnath Raja of
the Kerala Section, and Bakthavatsalam, Professor, NIT-T.

ROLLOVER TO

Prof. Mini Shaji Thomas handed over the first fabricated board to the IEEE Kerala Section Chair Sameer
during the IEEE Women in Engineering International Leadership Summit last Friday.

The NIT-T had separately mobilised Rs. 10,09,514 for the Kerala flood victims. The amount was contributed
to the Chief Minister’s Distress Relief Fund. The NIT-T Director handed over a cheque for the amount to
District Collector of Ernakulam M.Y. Safirullah.

10th September 2018




OB THE TIMES OF INDIA

-

NIT-T making electric boards for flood-hit
homes 1n Kerala

TNN | Sep 10, 2018, 12.07 AM IST

TRICHY: Responding to a call by IEEE Kerala section, the National Institute of Technology (NIT) Trichy
is fabricating temporary electric distribution boards to restore power in flood-affected homes in the

neighbouring state of Kerala.

IEEE Kerala section chair Sameer received the first fabricated board from Mini Shaji Thomas at the IEEE
Women in Engineering International Leadership Summit on Friday. Restoring power supply was one of the
major problems faced by people in Kerala after the floods. Thousands of houses that were completely
inundated should be rewired. The IEEE Kerala section launched a massive drive for electricity reconnection
under the Jala Jyothi Programme to restore power using temporary distribution boards. The project includes

design, mass production and installation of low-cost electric distribution boards.

The IEEE Kerala section’s indigenous design of temporary distribution boards was approved by the Kerala
State Electricity Board, and it was decided to distribute 500 such boards to the worst affected people. NIT
Trichy director Mini Shaji Thomas put together a team of faculty, non-teaching staff members, students and

alumni to accomplish the task of fabrication based on the approved design.

10th September 2018
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NIT Trichy makes electric boards for flood-hit Kerala

Onmanorama Staff
SEPTEMBER 11, 2018 12:25 PM IST

NIT Trichy is responding to a call from the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) Kerala
Section, by fabricating temporary electric distribution boards to restore power to homes still reeling under
the devastating floods. The Faculty and the students, with support from the Alumni, are in overdrive to deliver
the requisitioned numbers in time.

The catastrophe that struck Kerala ravaged the state leaving many dead and much lost. In the first phase of
rehabilitation, one of the major problems identified was the difficulties in restoring power supply. The houses
that were completely inundated would have to be rewired on a war footing. The IEEE Kerala Section
launched a massive drive for Electricity Reconnection under the Jala Jyothi Programme, to restore power
using temporary distribution boards. The project includes design, mass production and installation of a low-
cost electric distribution board as a minimum power outlet. This would allow the affected, still in relief
camps, to return home for cleaning and sanitization. The IEEE Kerala section’s indigenous design of
temporary distribution boards, was approved by the state electricity board and it was decided to distribute
500 such boards to the worst affected.

NIT Trichy Director, Dr Mini Shaji Thomas, put together a team of faculty, staff, students and alumni to
accomplish the task of fabrication based on the approved design. Sajas Electricals, founded by Jayaram
Sadasivam, an alumnus allowed his facility for making the boards. The students of NIT Trichy contributed
Rs 5,32,000 towards this noble cause. The Alumni Association of NIT Trichy has also promised an additional
amount of Rs. 2,00,000 for the fabrication of the boards. Besides mobilizing funds, the student volunteers
also set about assembling the components. The IEEE Indian Office Director, Mr Harish Mysore, Mr.
Amarnath Raja of the Kerala Section and Prof. Bakthavatsalam of NIT Trichy coordinated the project.

The first fabricated board was handed over to the IEEE Kerala Section Chair Prof. Sameer by the Director,
Dr Mini Shaji Thomas, during the IEEE Women in Engineering International Leadership Summit, on 7%
September 2018, where she was the Keynote speaker. The fabrication and the assembling of the 500 boards
is almost complete at Sajas Electricals, Trichy and will be dispatched soon to Kerala.

Earlier, a cheque of Rs. 10,09,514, was handed to the District Collector, Ernakulum, Mr. M. Y Safirullah by
Dr. Mini Shaji Thomas. The amount was NIT Trichy’s contribution to the Chief Minister’s Distress Relief
Fund.

11th September 2018
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NTTT 4-day festivalfrom Sept 13

&VALAYAPATI'IY]
TIRUCKY, SEPT, 11

The  fourday-long
‘Festember-18’, the
annual cultural festi-
val of the National
Institute of Techn.
ology, Tiruchy, (NIT-
T) will be held here
from Seplember 13,
with over 15,000 par-
ticipants from about
500 colleges across
he country expected
{o take part in it.
Addressing a pross
conference here on
Tuesday, NITT direc:
tor Dr. Mini Shaji

Thomas said that the
theme of this years
Festember was “Arab.
ian Odyssey”.

Dr. Thomas said
that the festival will

M Singer Sunidhi

Chauhan wil per-
form alongside

many others,
forming for the

showcase a variety of fusion night, she

performances by ren.
owned artists, known
as proshows, In the
past, the performanc-

said, Popular band
‘Skrat and Swit
cheroo’ will perform
on therock night, and

65 included stars of DJ Sabrina Terence

the music industry
like Pritam, Sachin-
Jigar and Amit Tri:
vedi who came down
to NIT-T to perform,
This year, the direc.
tor said the band
named  Pincapple
Express will be per:

will be the host for
the EDM Night.

Bollywood  singer
Sunidhi Chauhan wo-
uld also be coming to
perform as part of
the ‘popular night'
show, M Varun

Festember'18 and Dr. judged by a panel of

Samson Mathew, the
Dean of students’
welfare in NIT-T, said
that another big
crowd puller for Pest-
ember was its event
clusters,

Through its events,
the festival provides
4 platform for bud:
ding talent to grow.
There would be a
varlety of clusters
including  dance,
musie,  dramatics,
fashion, photography
and literary events,
spanning  multiple
languages,

expert judges, and
the winners walk
away with not just
the recognition from
some of the top artis
tes in their respective
flelds, but also attrac
tive prizes, the direc-
for said.

This year, their line-
up for ‘Carpe-Diem'
will have performers
[{ke musical maestro
Aruna Sairam, act
ress Nithya Menon,
tenowned  author
Ashwin Sanghi, play-
back singer Karthik
and many more, the

Aakash, chairman of  Everyeventistobe director added.

11th September 2018
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NIT Trichy's fest 'Festember' to be held
from Sep 13-16

Festember), the annual fest of NIT Trichy, is
scheduled to take place from 13 to 16 September,
with this year's theme being ‘An Arabian Odyssey'.
Actress Nithya Menen of the 'OK Kanmani'

fame will feature in the fest. Further, foley

artist Karan Arjun Singh, who has given sound
effects for films like '‘Baahubali’ and 'Dangal’, will
be a guest lecturer.

short by Sumedha Sehra / 11 Sep, 2018

11th September 2018
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SABRINA TERENCE SUNIDHI CHAUHAN
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IHIT-T will shift to own campus soon: Director

TNN | Sep 11,2018, 11.54 PM IST

Trichy: The Indian Institute of Information Technology — Trichy (IIIT-T) will soon be shifted to its own
campus, director of National Institute of Technology — Trichy (NIT-T) Dr Mini Shaji Thomas has said.
Addressing a press conference on ‘Festember 18’, the annual student-run cultural and literary festival of NIT-
Trichy, which is scheduled to be held from September 13 to 16, the director, who is also the mentor of IIIT-
T, said that 56 acres of land have been allocated for the institute.

“The HIT-T, which is now functioning from NIT-T campus will soon move to its own campus. The work for
the construction of the boundary wall has been completed enclosing the 56 acres earmarked for the campus.

Other works would commence soon once the master plan is finalized,” Mini Shaji Thomas said.

Elaborating on the event, she said that the theme for Festember 18 is “Arabian Odyssey”. It will have a
variety of performances by renowned artists, known as pro-shows on various days. The band, Pineapple
Express will be performing on Fusion Night, bands Skrat and Switcheroo for Rock Night, DJ Sabrina Terence
for EDM Night and popular Bollywood singer Sunidhi Chauhan would perform on the Popular Night. The
line-up for Carpe-Diem will have speakers like musical maestro Aruna Sairam, actress Nithya Menon,

renowned author Ashwin Sanghi, playback singer Karthik and many more.

“The festival would have a footfall of more than 15,000 students spanning 500 colleges across India. Another
big crowd pulleris the event clusters. The events provide a platform for budding talents to grow and flourish.
There are a variety of clusters including dance, music, dramatics, fashion, photography and literary events
spanning multiple languages. Every event is judged by a panel of expert judges, and winners will walk away

with not just recognition from some of the top artists in their fields, but also attractive prizes,” she said.

11th September 2018
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Festember: A Cultural Medley by NIT,
Trichy

Getready to be surprised, intrigued and inspired as NIT, Trichy is back with its cultural

fest of Festember. Mark your calendar from the 13+ to 16+ September, book your tickets
and get going!

8 SEPTEMBER 13 =16 ¢

~

A magical blend of cultural events, literary affairs and creative experimenting whisked in with aromatic flavors
and scrumptious delicacies, Festember brings to you its 44+ edition themed ‘An Arabian Odyssey’ celebrating

true spirit of the Middle Eastern world.

Voyage into the exquisite palaces and the golden sands of Arabia from the comforts of the NIT Trichy from 13« to

16+ September witnessing 4 nights of vibrant hues, exotic cuisines and unforgettable emotions.

Plunge into an ocean of events, workshops, lectures and competitions ranging from art and dance to fashion

and photography, fulfil your hearts desires and win some exciting prizes.

Take back home insights from the first-hand experiences of eminent personalities like Ashwin Sanghi, Aruna
Sairam and Karan Arjun Singh, know the mesmerizing journeys of the success of superstars from the film

industry like P.Vasu, Nithya Menen and Karthik and get the bells ringing in your head to create your future!

With your feet tapping to the beat of the drums and body moving in-sync with the rhythm of the music, let your

mind, body and soul dance free and sink into this festive atmosphere, orbited by happiness.

11th September 2018
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17,000 students from 500 colleges to take part in NIT Trichy's Festember

Onmanorama Staff
SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 05:07 PM IST

Trichy: Taking forward a legacy of well over 40 years of jubilant celebration of arts, music, creativity, and global
culture, the National Institute of Technology, Trichy (NIT-Trichy) will host 'Festember,' the largest inter-collegiate
cultural festival of South India.

Festember 2018 is set to take place from September 13-16 with the theme for the year as 'An Arabian Odyssey' and
will be witness to 4 nights of vibrant hues, exotic cuisines and unforgettable emotions.

It was founded by the students of NIT, Trichy in 1975 as an all-encompassing medium of unfettered expression and
is a completely student-run fest. The fest, which had a humble beginning with a near-zero budget, slowly gained
momentum over the years with the help of sponsorships and collaborations. It now boasts a massive annual footfall
of more than 17,000 students from 500 colleges across the country. The logo and brand name ‘Festember’ has been
trademarked since November 2017.

Ranging from the mellifluous classical night and the energy-fuelled EDM night, to the breathtaking popular night
that blasts peppy numbers left, right and center, Festember has seen world-class artists like Amit Trivedi, Shravan
Sridhar and many more perform their inimitable shows on stage over the years.

This edition of Festember has also risen to the challenge, with the all-star ProShow lineup comprising of progressive-
fusion band Pineapple Express for the fusion night, Skrat and Switcheroo for the rock night, DJs Sabrina Terence
and RavatorMusic for the EDM Night, and Sunidhi Chauhan for the popular night.

Apart from exhilarating performances from accomplished artists, Festember also plays host to a variety of inspiring
personalities who recount remarkable moments in their lives, such as singers Sid Sriram, Srinivas and Unni
Krishnan, directors Mahesh Dattani and Suresh Triveni, and actor Anita Ratnam.

These guest lectures are exciting, exhilarating and awe-inspiring little sessions that stay with you long after they're
over. This Festember brings you the veteran director P Vasu, the foley artisan Karan Arjun Singh, the carnatic
vocalist Aruna Sairam, the renowned author Ashwin Sanghi, the acclaimed actress Nithya Menen, and the
Playback Singer Karthik.

Attendees of the extravaganza have a plethora of cuisines to indulge their taste buds as they experience an all-round
sensory treat. Festember consists of a large number of events related to dance, music, drama, lits, fashion and more.
Interesting workshops such as ventriloquism, mind reading, card throwing and salsa are also held, apart from a
multitude of informal events.

Festember is preceded by a number of outreach events such as the Festember Football League (FFL), Gigahertz, a
rock band contest, and Rolling Reels Film Festival (RRFF), a short film festival, all of which are usually held in
major cities of South India.

Aptly dubbed 'A Fest to Remember', the fest provides an excellent opportunity to make new connections and
explore. The 44th edition of this adventure will serve as a voyage into the exquisite palaces and the golden sands of
Arabia from the comforts of the NIT Trichy campus, as the true spirit of the Middle East is effortlessly brought to
life.
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IIIT gets 56 acres

at Sethurapatti
for new campus

Land allccated by Revenue dept; master
planmn being readied, work to begin soon

EXPRESS NEWS SERVYICE
o Tiraciny

IN a much-awaited dewvelop-
ment, thhe Revenue department
has handed owver 56.17 acres in
Sethurapatti to the Indian In-
stitute of Information Technol-
oy {(I1ITT) Society to set uaup a
campus. The land will bhe uti-
lised to establish a campus for
IITT-Tiruvwchy, which has been
temporarily function ing outof
the NIT-Tiruchy campiis.

Speaking on the sidelines of
a press meet on Tuesday, INIT-1T
director WMini Shaji Thomas
said the master plan for the
building is being prepared.
“Omeoe the mmaster plan is final-
ised, work wonld assume shape.
Wie have also built a bouvundary»
wall on the sides of the allotted
land to prevent trespassing.™
Thomas is the IITT mentor-di-
rectorn ITTT offers five academic
propgrammes. The first bhatch
wiill praduate from the insttate
in the current academic yean

BPIinmi explained the workings
of the instituate, which operates
on the public-private partner-
ship (PPP) model. The Centre
will prowvide 50 per cent of
funds, 35 per cent will come
firomn the State govermnment.and
theremaining 15 per cent from
industry bodies.

Biimi also spolke on "Festenn-
ber’, the WNTIT-T gala ewvent. She
said the inauvguration of the
four-day festival would be held
on Thursday. Prominent celeb-
rities hawve been invited to
speak at the event. They in-
clude Tamil filtm director P
Wasnu, Bollywood sonnd engEgi-
neer Karan Arijun Singh, vwocal-

HNIT-T director Mini Shaji Thomas
addressing media on Tuesday on
Festember | express

ist Aruna Sairam ., writer As-
win Sanghi, singer Karthilk
and actress MNMithovra iWienen. Biu-
sical concerts will also be held.
The NWewn fndicon Kxpress is the
media partmer for the event

Wini saidthe first Festember
was held in 1974 and started as
an inter-college festival. Since
then, it has gained momentunm
across the country as stuadents
from all owver throng the festi-
wal for performmances.

A total of 65 events hawve
been planned and nearly 15,000
people firomm about 500 colleges
in Imdia will be in attendance.

MNMIT-T s cultural festival

Minl Sha]l Thomas spoke about
Festember, thie NIT-T gala event
at the press meet. She sald the
Iravguration of the four-day
fastival would be held on
Thursday. Prominent celebrities
hawe been invited to speak
lrcluding film director P Yasu,
sound englineer Karan Arjun
Singh, vocallst Aruna Salramm,
writer Aswin Sanghil,. singer
Marthik and actress Mithya
Menen. The cultural fest entears
1ts 4 5th yvear.

= iAW

12 Septembasr- 28138

INIPPRIISS spapesr. newindianexpress . com o/ 3219

12th September 2018




KNOW - FEST

CAMPUS FESTIVALS IN INDIA

Festember 2018, NIT Tiruchirappalli, Cultural Festival, Tiruchirappalli,
Tamil Nadu, 13-16th September 2018

Event Name

Festember 2018

Category

Cultural Festival

Organiser

NIT Tiruchirappalli (/college-fests/college/NIT Tiruchirappalli)
Location

Festember 2018, NIT Tiruchirappalli, Cultural Festival, Tiruchirappalli
Event Dates

13-16th September 2018

Event Details:

Festember: A Cultural Medley Taking forward a legacy of well over 40 years of jubilant celebration of the arts, music,
creativity and global culture; Festember, the largest inter-collegiate cultural festival of South India has never failed to
surprise, intrigue and inspire. Festember is the annual cultural festival of the National Institute of Technology,
Tiruchirappalli also known as NIT Trichy. It is a 4 day event usually held in the month of September. It was founded
by the students of NIT Trichy in 1975 as an all-encompassing medium of unfettered expression, and is a completely
student-run fest. The fest, which had a humble beginning with a near zero budget slowly gained momentum over the
years with the help of sponsorships and collaborations. It now boasts a massive annual footfall of more than 17,000
students from 500 colleges across the country. The logo and brand name ‘Festember’ has been trademarked since
November 2017. Ranging from the mellifluous Classical Night and the energy-fuelled EDM Night, to the breathtaking
Popular Night that blasts peppy numbers left, right and center, Festember has seen world-class artists like Amit Trivedi,
Shravan Sridhar and many more perform their inimitable shows on stage over the years. This edition of Festember has
also risen to the challenge, with the all-star ProShow lineup comprising of progressive-fusion band Pineapple Express
for the Fusion night, Skrat and Switcheroo for the Rock night, DJs Sabrina Terence and RavatorMusic for the EDM
Night, and Sunidhi Chauhan for the Popular Night. Apart from exhilarating performances from accomplished artists,
Festember also plays host to a variety of inspiring personalities who recount remarkable moments in their lives, such
as singers Sid Sriram, Srinivas and Unni Krishnan, directors Mahesh Dattani and Suresh Triveni, and actor Anita
Ratnam. These guest lectures are exciting, exhilarating and awe-inspiring little sessions that stay with you long after
they're over. This Festember brings you the veteran director P. Vasu, the Foley artisan Karan Arjun Singh, the Carnatic
Vocalist Aruna Sairam, the renowned author Ashwin Sanghi, the acclaimed actress Nithya Menen, and the Playback
Singer Karthik. Attendees of the extravaganza have a plethora of cuisines to indulge their taste buds as they experience
an all-round sensory treat. Festember consists of a large number of events related to dance, music, drama, lits, fashion
and more. Interesting workshops such as ventriloquism, mind reading, card throwing and salsa are also held, apart
from a multitude of informal events. Festember is preceded by a number of outreach events such as the Festember
Football League (FFL), Gigahertz, a rock band contest, and Rolling Reels Film Festival (RRFF), a short film festival,
all of which are usually held in major cities of South India. Aptly dubbed 'A Fest to Remember', the fest provides an
excellent opportunity to make new connections and explore. The 44th edition of this adventure will serve as a voyage
into the exquisite palaces and the golden sands of Arabia from the comforts of the NIT Trichy campus, as the true spirit
of the Middle East is effortlessly brought to life. Festember 2018 is set to take place from September 13" to 16th with
the theme for the year as ‘An Arabian Odyssey’ and will be witness to 4 nights of vibrant hues, exotic cuisines and
unforgettable emotions.
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Factfile

Festember was
started at NIT-
Tiruchy as an Intra-
college festival In
1974. In 1975, the
festival was made
open to students
from other colleges.
MNow, the festival
sees participants
from all over the
country. Nearly 63
events are part of
Festember, which
will conclude on
Sunday evening.

FESTEMBER FIRST DAY

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Tiruchy

R CHANDRASEKARAN, exec-
utive vice-chairman of Cogni-
zant, said the craze for working
on-site has dwindled slowly as
people find it much comforta-
ble working in India. He said
there are equal opportunities
within the country which can
be explored.

He was speaking to Fxpress
on the sidelines of Festember, a
three-day-long inter<ollege fes-
tival of the National Institute
of Technology-Tiruchy, which
he Inavgurated on Thursday:

He pointed out that the mid-
dle-aged people are finding it
much comfortable in working
within India, adding that only
freshers were going on-site and
that they would be retreating in
three to four years.

Chandrasekaran, an alum-
nus of NIT-T, said the students
could stll choose to works in I'T>
related fields, but they needed

‘Craze for working abroad
down among IT professionals’

to hone their skills before they
leave college. “The situaton in
information technology that
was there a decade ago is not
now. The students should hone
their skills, only then could
they excel in the IT field. There
won't be any downward curve
in the field of information tech-
nology if people update them-
selves timely. Even with auto-
mation, the momentum for
creative jobs will never cease to
exist,” he felt.

Chandrasekaranrecalled his
fond memories with his alma
mater and told students to
shape themselves making use
of events like Festember.
“When you leave the institute,
you are a working professional.
When you are here, there are a
plethora of opportunities to
build a strong foundation of
your soft skills that will help
you in life.” He recalled that
eminent persons like Defence
Minister Nirmala Seethara-
man attended Festember.

iNpIAN Fri, 14 September 2018
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TIRUCHI, SEPTEMBER 15, 2018 00:00 IST
UPDATED: SEPTEMBER 15, 2018 03:49 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
There are various events under Tamil, Telugu and Hindi clusters

The annual cultural festival of the National Institute of Technology-Tiruchi, Festember *18, got off to a
colourful start on Thursday. Executive Vice-Chairman of Cognizant, R.Chandrasekaran lauded the students
for the social outreach initiative for the benefit of the local community. Such events that bring to fore
immense latent talent would go a long way in building self-confidence and human development, key qualities
to thrive in the 21st century. Soft skills play a crucial role in today’s collaborative workforce. Leadership,
creativity, team work, communication, interpersonal skills, empathy, emotional intelligence are among skills
that will differentiate personal success and human development. Cultural events offer opportunities to
strengthen and hone soft skills, he said. The fusion night featuring a mix of music genres by Pineapple
Express, a band that portrayed its unique song writing style through their compositions, enthralled the
students. The first day events encompassed solo Western dance, wall painting, extempore, pot pourri, dumb
charades and crossword. There were various events under Tamil, Telugu and Hindi clusters as well. Apart
from events, workshops were conducted on ventriloquism and glass blowing. The first of the Carpe Diem
guest lecture series was delivered by film director P. Vasu. He spoke on his experience in the film industry
and handling criticism. C. Natarajan, Director in-charge, NIT-T, presided. The theme this year, ‘An Arabian
Odyssey,’ lays emphasis on culture and diversity of the Middle East.

15th September 2018
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Convert criticism into stepping stones to
suceess. director Vasu tells students

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE venture, Vasu said it would be
@ Tiruchy even bigger than the 2005 hit

........................................................... T
SPEAKING at NIT-Tiruchy’s Earlier in the day, the Solo
(NIT-T) Festember event, vet- Western Dance event was con-
eran Tamil director P Vasu ad- ducted, with 38 participants
vised students to change their taking partin the firstround of
perceptions to convert criticism which 24 participants qualified
into stepping stones to success. for the second round with 12
He alsosaid critics could be eve- given a wildcard entry to the fi-
rywhere and hamper one's nals. The prelims and finals of
growth, but the one way to tack- wall painting, part of the Arts
le this is by changing views. cluster, were also held.

Vasu was addressing the first Various events that were part
in the Carpe Diem guestlecture of the English, Tamil, Telugu
series of Festember'18, a signa- and Hindi Literature clusters
ture event of NIT-T. During his were conducted. Apart from
lecture, Vasu told the students events, various workshops on
to have a healthy competition | ; % Ventriloquism, Glassblowing,
among their peersand get jeal- A student presenting a hand-drawn portrait to Vasu on Fnday | EXPRESS Parkour, Cardistry, Solo Dance
ous of other's works. “Feeling and Stand up Comedy were

jealously on works donebyoth-  The movie director also ad- rectorial work for a film, atask conducted.

ers would hinder us from mov-  vised students to invest their that comprises managing crew A guest lecture by Bollywood
ing forward. I have had healthy time in the institute properly members to top actors.Thed:- sound engineer Karan Arjun
competition with my friends and noted entering a national- rector encouraged studentsto Singh and rock performances
that made me go further inmy level institute like NIT is not speak freely with their friends. by Skrat and Switcheroo were
field, but never felt greedy.” that easy. Vasu alsospokeondi-  Hinting at his next directorial alsoorganised on Friday.

INDIAN  Sat, 15 September 2018 o0
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Remodelling of Central Bus Stand on the cards

TIRUCHI, SEPTEMBER 16, 2018 00:00 IST
UPDATED: SEPTEMBER 16, 2018 04:18 IST

S. Ganesan

Corporation to request National Institute of Technology, Tiruchi, to undertake a study and evolve a
plan

The Tiruchi Corporation has planned to request the National Institute of Technology, Tiruchi, to undertake
a study and evolve a plan to redevelop the Central Bus Stand in the city.

“We are thinking of remodelling the bus stand and will soon request the NIT to come up with a plan,”
Corporation Special Officer-cum-Commissioner N. Ravichandran said.

The move comes in the wake of the approval of a plan to redevelop the Chathram satellite bus stand in the
city under the Smart City Project. The plan, estimated to cost about Rs. 17.34 crore, has been approved by
the State Level High Powered Committee, which steers the Smart City project in various cities.

The Central Bus Stand, originally functioning on a 4.50 acre site, was expanded in 2007-08 when about 1.16
hectares of the Railway land was acquired by the civic body at a cost of Rs. 5.66 crore. The Corporation had
spent another Rs. 3 crore for civil works to expand the bus stand and increase the number of bus bays to 77
from 55.

As the bus stand was still not able to cater to the increasing traffic and passenger movement, there has been
a clamour to establish an integrated bus stand. But the nearly two-decade old proposal on the establishment
of an integrated bus stand has failed to take off as consensus eludes the choice of a suitable site for the bus
stand. Various sites were considered for the facility, but none was finalised.

Last year Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami announced that the integrated bus stand would be
established at Kottapattu.

But the suitability of the location came into sharp focus yet again and many civic activists and residents were
critical on the choice.

There was no further headway on the issue and subsequently the Tiruchi Corporation had pushed for the
establishment of a bus port in the city with assistance from the Union government.

Need for bus ports

The civic body sent in a request, through the State government, to include Tiruchi under the list of cities
where bus ports are planned to be established by the Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways.

Mr. Palaniswami has already announced that bus ports were to be established in Salem, Coimbatore and
Madurai. The Central Bus Stand, it is felt, would retain its utility even if an integrated bus stand comes up in
the city and its redevelopment could help de-congest the area.

Mr. Ravichandran, however, affirmed that the move to redevelop the Central Bus Stand would in no way
impinge on the proposal to set up an integrated bus stand in the city.
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Arthashasthra
lessons, music on
Festember Day 3

MNIT Tiruchy event sees vocalist Aruna Sairam
and author Ashwin Sanghi delivering lectures

THE &2

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

THE third day of NIT Tiruchy's
cultural extravaganza Festember
saw vocalist Arvuna Sairam and
aunthor Ashwin Sanghi deliver-
ing guest lectures on Saturday
Rendering a few Carnatic compo-
sitions to the students in attend-
ance, Sairam took the opportu-
nity to inform them about the
importance of taking the art
form to everyone. With a many
Carnatic enthusiasts in the
crowd, Aruna also gave her
method of placing Carnatic piec-
es to reach the masses.

“In my concerts, I place
the audience's favourite
compos itions like
Tlaadu Maekkum Kan-
ney” and “Vishamakaara
Kanna® at the end and I
have seen d-year-olds and
people who have not even
been introduced to Carnatic -
sic wait for the rendition.”

The Padmashri awardee dis-
couraged the view of assuming
that Carnatic songs are not relat
able to the major ity

“Hou should not sitin a glass
house and complain that no one
listens toyour song or argue that
it is for a select number of peo-
ple,” she while stressing on the
importance of making it rele-
vant for the masses.

She sang Santnam Devanch's
piece on Lord Erishna after elab-
orating on how the artist took to
the streets barefootto reach peo-
ple of all walks of life and touch

o

——
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them with his art form. The vo-
calist ended her session with a
few rhythm ic activities for the
students where they enthusiasti-
cally participated by patting
their hands to her tane.

After music filled the air, it
was time tosoak in a dose of my-
thology during anthor Ashwin
Sanghi's session. The writer
basedhis talk on the relevance of
Chanakya's Arthashasthra in to-
day's entrepreneurial world.
uoting extensively from both
the more than two-millenn ivnm-
old treatise on statecraft along
with sayings of successful mod-
ernentrepreneurs firom the west,

the anthor kept the andience
a\\ in awe with how there

v were striking similari-
. ties in both the ages.

The one feature that
surprised the audience
was the reference in the
final chapters of Arthasas-
tra on how states should have
monopoly over liguor sale and
how regulation should be
enforced.

Replying toa guestion on what
made the author of “‘Chanakya’s
Chant' to delve into the works of
the political adwviser of Chan-
dragupta Maurya, he said that
the denigrated ways of politics in
today's age made him look back
on how the politics was in our
country in ancient timmes.

NIT-T Director hMini Shaji
Thomas and Dean of Student's
Welfare, NTT-T Samson hMiathew

~ Sun,

INIMIAS 16 Septembear Z@18
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honoured the chief guests.
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NIT-T cultural fest
ends, Sastra is topper

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUCHY, SEPT. 17

The four-day annual cultur-
al extravaganza ‘Festember”
which was held at the
Mational Institute of
Tiruchirapalli {NIT-T) con-
cluded here on Sunday
night. The colourful event
which hosted over 60 events
across 11 clusters, saw mas-
sive participation of educa-
tional institutions from all
over South India.

An NIT-T release here on
Monday said that the event
had a multitude of work-
shops on disciplines like
cardistry, salsa, stand-up
comedy, and the marquee
workshop - ‘Melting Words'
conducted by Rahul Kau-
shik. Informal's also for-
med a pivotal part of the
fest where attendees were
given avenues to have fun
and unwind. ‘Choreonite’
headlined the dance cluster
of events. The star-studded
lineup of pro-show artists

ensured that every night
ended on the right note.
International sensation
Sabrina Terence, got the
crowd raving to her beats
till dawn. Switcheroo and
Skrat were the highlights of
the ‘Rock MNite".

On the final day, popular
playback singer, Sunidhi
Chauhan, performed some
of her evergreen songs.
Renowned actress and play-
back singer, Nithyva Menon,
revealed how demanding an
acting job can be. At the end
of the talk, the audience
was given an opportunity to
interact with the actress. Dr
Mini Shaji Thomas, direc-
tor, NIT-T, addressed the
gathering and encouraged
them to strive for greater
excellence in the next edi-
tions. The valedictory note
was delivered by Ms. Shak-
thisree Gopalan. Students
of Sastra deemed Univer-
sity, Thanjavur received the
‘Tlavaraja Rolling Trophy'
for overall championship.
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Students of SASTRA Deemed University receiving the llayaraja Rolling Tlopy for Overall Best Pefformanceon the final day
of Festember at NIT-Tiruchy on Sunday. Singer Shaktishree Gopalan and NIT-T director Mini Shaji Thomas are seen | express

SASTRA bags NIT-T’s Festember
trophy for 20th consecutive year

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

BREAKING its own record,
SASTRA deemed to be Univer-
sity in Thanjavur on Sunday
won the overall championship
trophy at Festember, the gala
event of National Institute of
Technology-Tiruchy (NIT-T),
for the 20th consecutive year.
Neardy 160 students based on ten
clusters of the university took
part in almost all the events of
Festember, securing the highest
score of 230 points.

J 8 Sharad, cultural co-ordi-
nator of SASTRA, said the strin-
gent rehearsal schedule fol-
lowed by the students helped

them secure the title. “We are so
proud that our institution is
emerging as the winners of the
overall championship for the
20th time,” he said. A total of 66
events was conducted at NIT-T
over the last four days. Around
15,000 students of 500 colleges in
India took part in the festival.
The New Indian Express was
media sponsor for the event.
Festember has turned into a
destination toreach for students
of all educational institutions
across the country to showcase
and get rewarded for theirskills.
The final day of the inter-col-
lege festival featured a perfor-
mance by singer Karthik and a
lecture by actress Nithya

Menon. During the valediction,
singer Shakthisree Gopalan
spoke on the stereotype portray-
al of women, and encouraging
students to build an inclusive
environment for both men and
women.

Also, the singer encouraged
the students to pursue their
dreams till they become reality;
and told them to be honest with
their ambition.

Shakthisree also took re-
guests from students and per-
formed a few of her famous
numbers.

Director of NIT-T Mini Shaji
Thomas and Dean Students Wel-
fare Samson Mathew were also
present in the event.

iNDIAN Mon, 17 September 2018
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SASTRA emerges champion for 20th time in NIT-T’s Festember

TRICHY: SAS University, Thanjavur maintained its winning streak by winning the overall trophy for
the 20th consecutive year in Festember — 2018, the annual cultural festival of NIT Trichy. The three-day
long festival concluded late night on Sunday.

The cultural team from SASTRA received Illayaraja Rolling Trophy, for overall championship in the
festival, from NIT-Trichy director, Mini Shaji Thomas along with Singer Shakthisree Gopalan and Samson
Mathew, dean (students welfare). The cultural team of SASTRA consisted of 164 members, highest among
the teams from 100 odd colleges from across the country. They managed to maintain a comfortable lead
right from day one.

“We scored about 130 points at the end of day three of the festival,” said J S Sharad, overall cultural
coordinator of SASTRA and added that their immediate rivals IIT Madras were trailing behind by 180
points. Fusion band, ‘Pineapple Express’ also performed on the first day. The following days saw an
assortment events from dance battles to band performances and graffiti making contests. Festember had a
multitude of workshops teaching various disciplines like cardistry, salsa, stand-up comedy and marquee
workshop - ‘Melting Words’ conducted by Rahul Kaushik.

Actress and playback singer, Nithya Menon also attended the fest where she talked about how demanding
an acting job can be. Thomas addressed the gathering and praised the efforts of the students. In her
valedictory address, chief guest, vocalist Shakthisree Gopalan spoke on the stereotype portrayal of women

and encouraged students to build an inclusive environment for both men and women.
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Truck-mounted cleaner
to bedeveloped by NIT-T

Meant exclusively for Tiruchy Corporation to keep roads clean

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Tiruchy

NATIONAL Institute of Tech-
nology — Tiruchy (NIT-T) stu-
dents will be developing a pro-
totype of a Truck-Mounted
Street Vacuum Cleaner’exclu-
sively for Tiruchy City Corpo-
ration to keep roads clean.
With this, students would be
converting ideas into reality
and the civic body could have
cleaner roads without using
much manpower. The project
idea began with Richard
Sekar, president of the Society
of Sr Vincent de Paul and an
alumnus of 1983 batch. Work
on finalising the team of stu-
dents ondevising the idea was
going on for some days at the
institute and on Monday, one
out of five teams was selected
to implement the project.

M Venkata Kirthiga, associ-
ate dean (alumni affairs), said,
“After finalising the project
idea, NTT-T alumni will help
the students by bearing all
production and manufactur-
ing costs. Students would
spend a few weeks to devise
the truck-mounted street vac-
uum cleaner and the end user
will be our corporation.”

City Commissioner N Ravi-
chandran said they have been
approached by NIT-T to imple-
ment the idea. He said, “The
new vehicle mounted with the
vacuum cleaner would cost
more but the one designed by
NIT-T students could be cost-
efficient. We would also use
less manpower to clean roads
once the project goes on the
floor Further details on this
could be known once the
teams finalised and work on
implementing the project.”
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The four-day extravaganza saw 60 events

SASTRA Deemed University, Thanjavur, lifted the Illayaraja Rolling Trophy for the overall championship
of Festember '18 at National Institute of Technology - Tiruchi.

The winning team received the trophy from the Director of NIT-T, Mini Shaji Thomas, Singer Shakthisree
Gopalan, and Samson Mathew, Dean - Students Welfare, NIT-T, during the valedictory ceremony on Sunday
night.

The four-day annual cultural extravaganza featured over 60 events across 11 clusters, attracting participants
from all over South India.

The events encompassed dance battles, band performances and graffiti contests. Prominent musicians
performed in the pro-shows on each of the four days of celebration.

‘Gigahertz’ and ‘Tarangini’ were the main events in the music cluster. In her valedictory address, Ms.
Shakthisree Gopalan spoke on the need to eliminate stereotype portrayal of women and encouraged students

to build an inclusive environment for both men and women.
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NIT-T teams up
with Tiruchy corpn

Tiruchy: The Trichirappalli
City Corporation and the
National Institute of
Technology, Tiruchy (MNIT-T)
jointly launched the
‘Immaculate Trichy
Challenge’, a hackathon for
the students to develop an
indigenous and low-cost
Truck Mounted Street
vacuum Cleaner”, according
to Dr. Mini Shaji Thomas,
Cirector NIT-T. Launching
the "Swachhata Hi Seva
2018 effort here, M.
Ravichandran, the special
officer and commissioner of
the city corpoaration,
thanked the NIT-T for pro-
wviding several proposals
related to Smart City initia-
tives, He explainaed that sew-
eral initiatives undertaken
by the Tiruchy corporation,
which has helped the town
imn achieving national recog-
nition, with the latest being
ranked 12th in the list of
maoskt livable cities in India.
Later, Richard Sekar, presi-
dent of Society of Sr.
Yincent de FPaul, a 1983
alumnus of NIT-T. announced
the selected proposal of
Truck Mounted Strect
Yacuum Cleaneaer”.

The event ended with the
implementation of the
"Swachhata Hi Seva 20718" by
conducting a cleaning drive
at MIT-T complex,
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Truck-mounted street vacuum cleaner soon

.

A |
A Tiruchi Corporation, NIT-T initiative
Tiruchi Corporation and the National Institute of Technology-Tiruchi (NIT-T) have jointly launched a
hackathon for students to develop an indigenous and low-cost truck-mounted street vacuum cleaner.
Christened ‘Immacula Tiruchi Challenge,’ the hackathon was launched during the Swachhta Hi Seva 2018
campaign inaugurated by Corporation Commissioner N. Ravichandran in the presence of Mini Shaji
Thomas, Director, NIT-T, and officials on Monday.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Ravichandran expressed gratitude to NIT-T for helping out the Corporation
in developing several proposals to be implemented under the Smart City Project.

Offering the Corporation’s support to NIT-T, Mr. Ravichandran explained the various initiatives taken by
the civic body especially in the clean city rankings.

Source segregation of solid waste had been made possible due to the awareness raised among the city
residents. The scheme was being implemented with the cooperation of nearly 2.5 lakh households in the
city. “Due to segregation of solid waste, about 30 to 40 tonnes of dry waste is daily sent for recycling,” he
said pointing out that all this was previously dumped at Ariyamangalam garbage yard where frequent fires
posed a health hazard to residents.

“The plan is to stop dumping of solid waste at the yard within two years and convert it into a park for the
benefit of the public”, the Commissioner said.

Initiatives to promote solar power, rainwater harvesting, roof gardens and home composting, needed to be
implemented in every household in the city and make them self-contained.

He also elaborated on the concept of ‘plogging’ by which people pick up litter while jogging, which was
common in developed countries. Nearly a lakh volunteers would perform plogging on October 2 in the city,
he said and called upon NIT-T students to extend their cooperation to make Tiruchi clean and green.
Richard Sekar, an alumnus of NIT-T, announced the proposal selected for developing a truck mounted
street vacuum cleaner, among several presented by various teams earlier.

A cleaning drive was also organised as part of the event. Raman Sankaranarayanan, Dean, Institute
Development, NIT-T, and others spoke.

Due to segregation of solid waste, about 30 to 40 tonnes of dry waste is daily sent for recycling

N. RavichandranCommissioner, Tiruchi Corporation
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CITY DIGEST _
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Students to
develop low cost
vacuum cleaner

- Trichy city corporation and the
National Institute of Technology
(NIT) Trichy jointly launched the
Immacula Trichy Challenge, a
hackathon for students to
develop an indigenous and
low-cost ‘Truck Mounted Street
Vacuum Cleaner’, here on
Tuesday. After the welcome
address by Raman Sankaran-
arayanan, dean, (Institutional
Development & Alumni Rela-
tions) and a presidential ad-
dress by the director Mini Shaji

Thomas, the Swachhata Hi Seva
2018 was launched by special
officer and Commissioner of
Trichy city corporation N Rav-
ichandran.

HR&CE officials to protest
against H Raja remarks:
Condemning the recent dis-
tasteful remark made by BJP’s
national secretary H Raja at
Hindu Religious & Charitable
Endowment (HR&CE) officials in
a public meeting at Vedasanthur
in Dindigul, HR&CE officials here
staged a protest at Srirangam
on Tuesday. The officials also
plan to stage massive protest
condemning the BJP leader at
Chennai on September 27.
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NIT-T team inspects girders

TIRUCHI, SEPTEMBER 20, 2018 00:00 IST
UPDATED: SEPTEMBER 20, 2018 04:49 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Bridge sanctioned at a cost of Rs. 67 cr.

A team of experts from the National Institute of Technology, Tiruchi, on Wednesday examined the concrete
girders meant to be used in construction of new bridge across the Kollidam near the Grand Anicut, connecting
Thiruvanaikovil Road and Grand Anicut Road.

The bridge was being built by projects wing of Highways Department. It would link Kilikoodu in Tiruchi
district and Koviladi in Thanjavur district. Some of the girders that were cast and kept ready near the
construction site on the river bed were damaged during heavy discharge of water in the Kollidam last month.
Nearly 30 girders, which were kept ready for being lifted and fixed atop the piers, were said to have been
damaged. Some of the girders had tilted fully on to the river bed.

Sources said though they had decided not to use damaged girders, it was decided to seek expert opinion too.
Accordingly, a team of faculty members of the Civil Engineering Department along with Highways
Department engineers inspected the girders on Wednesday. It was decided that girders which had developed
cracks would not be used for construction. Further tests are to be carried out on a few others to check their
strength.

The new bridge has been sanctioned at a cost of Rs. 67 crore and erection of piles for the structure on the
river bed is under way. The bridge would run for a distance of about one kilometre and have 24 spans. The
total width of the bridge would be 12.90 metres and the carriageway would be 10.50 metres.

The work, which commenced in December 2016, is scheduled to be completed by December 2019. Sources
said the work would not be affected due to the damage caused to a few girders and it would be completed as

scheduled.

It would link Kilikoodu in Tiruchi district and Koviladi in Thanjavur district.

Official
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NIT finds 35 girders for new bridge damaged in flood

TNN | Sep 20, 2018, 01.12 AM IST

Trichy: More than 35 pre-stressed concrete girders meant to connect the pillars of a bridge under construction
across the Kollidam river near the Grand Anaicut in Thanjavur have been found to have been damaged in
the recent floods. An expert team headed by the faculty of the civil department of NIT-Trichy which
conducted an inspection here on Wednesday rejected eight of these girders stating that they had developed
cracks too.

The new bridge is to come up across the Kollidam river near the Grand Anaicut connecting Thiruvanaikovil
Road and Grand Anaicut Road benefiting residents of Trichy and Thanjavur districts. The work, which
commenced in December 2016, was scheduled to be over in 36 months. Once completed, the facility would
provide a shorter route from Trichy to places such as Kumbakonam without touching Thanjavur city.

The kilometre-long bridge with 24 spans was being constructed by the project wing of the highways
department at a cost of Rs. 67 crore. As the work on constructing the pillars was already complete, the
officials had been busy fixing the pre-stressed girders along them. Four concrete girders would be placed
connecting two pillars for which nearly 100 girders were constructed on the Kollidam riverbed itself, officials
said.

According to officials, nearly 50 girders had already been placed on the pillars while the remaining ones
were on the riverbed.

However, a strong undercurrent following a heavy flow of water in Kollidam for more than a week from
Mukkombu had moved the girders, leading to cracks in them, officials said. When contacted, professor C
Natarajan of the civil department of NIT-Trichy who inspected the girders said that out of 100 pre-stressed
or pre-fabricated girders, 49 had already been fixed on the pillars.

Of the remaining ones, the team had identified damage in 35. “Out of 35 girders, eight were found to have
developed major cracks. Our team has instructed the highways authorities as well as the contractors that they
were unfit for use. The remaining girders should be tested using ultrasonic or non-destructive methods. If

they too are found damaged, we will recommend that they not be used”, professor Natarajan told TOI.
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Trichy: More than 35 pre-stressed concrete
girders meant to connect the pillars of a
bridge under construction across the Kolli-
damriver nearthe Grand Anaicut in Thanja-
vur have been found to have been damaged in
the recent floods, An expert team headed by
the faculty of the civil department of NIT.
~Trichy which conducted an inspection here
on Wednesday rejected eight of these girders
stating that they had developed cracks too,
The new bridge is to come up across the
Kollidam river near the Grand Anaicut con-
necting Thiruvanaikovil Road and Grand
Anaicut Road benefiting residents of Trichy
and Thanjavur districts. The work, which
commenced in December 2016, was sched-
uled to beover in 36 months, Oncecompleted,
the facility would provide a shorter route
from Trichy to places such as Kumbakonam
without touching Thanjavur city,
The kilometre-Jlong bridge with 24 spans

was being constructed by the project wing of

35 girders for new bridge across
Kollidam river damaged in flood
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QUALITY CHECK: Expertteam from NIT-Trichy
inspecting the girders on the Kollidam river bed
near Grand Anaicut on Wednesday

the highways department at a cost of Rs 67
crore. Asthework onconstructingthepillars
was already complete, the officials had been
busy fixing the pre-stressed girders along
them. Four concrete girders would be placed
connecting two pillars for which nearly 100
girders were constructed on the Kollidam

riverbed itsell officials said.
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Tech nology-based
entrepreneurship deve-

lopment programme:
The Centre for Entreprene-

urship Development and
Iincubation - National
institute of Technology,
Trichy, in association with
Entrepreneurship Develo'p-
ment Institute of India, ’
under the DST- NIMAT . w
5 pro;ect 2018-19, is organi- -
"sing a six-week technology-- |
based entrepreneurship = =
development programme
from October 15. The - '
‘domains covered would be.
“electronics, communication
and information technology,
for the participants having
a gr.'aduate/ diploma deg-
ree in science/ enginee-
ring/ technology stream in
the age giroup of 22 to 45
vears. For further details,
send an emall to ce-
dl@nltt.edu. :
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NIT reaches
out to tribal
students

Rl e I R A L N R S L L e . I

STUDENTS of the National Imsti-
tute of Technology-Tirchy (NIT-
TY organised Optics and Science-
based awareness programme at
the Govermnment Tribal School
Higher Secondary School in
Pachamalai.

Around 395 students of the
school were engaged by five pro-
fessors, 25 research scholars and
postgraduate students in events
such as guizcompetition and sci-
ence exhibition.

The stindents were guided by 30
student volunteers from the De-
partment of Physics in NIT-T,
with adeguate support from the
management of the school. Win-
ners of the events were distrib-
uted prizes. A career guidance
programme was also conducted.

Scholarly help

Around 395 students of the
school were engaged by five
professors, 25 research scholars
and postgraduate students In
events like quiz competitions and
sclence exhibitions. They were
gulded by 30 student volunteers
from NIT-T's physics department
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RECAL to form new chapters across globe

TIRUCHI, SEPTEMBER 24, 2018 00:00 IST
UPDATED: SEPTEMBER 24, 2018 05:02 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

RECAL (REC/NIT-Tiuchi Alumni Association) plans to form new chapters across the country and abroad
to serve as facilitators of entrepreneurship.

The newly-elected president of RECAL Krishna Sai said that during 2017-18, the RECAL had established
its chapters in Chennai, Bengaluru, Tiruchi, USA (East Coast and Bay Area), and New Delhi. Initiatives had
been taken to form or renew new Chapters in Mumbai, Jaipur, Pune, Ahmedabad, Kochi and Hyderabad, and
in the UAE and Singapore.

The decision to increase the number of Chapters was taken by RECAL at a recent meeting for election of
office-bearers for 2018-2020.

Major initiatives taken by the RECAL in the past include construction of buildings for a Middle School on
the campus at a cost of Rs. 65 lakhs, setting up of [oT (Internet of Things) Lab and SCIEnT (Student Centre
for Innovation in Engineering and Technology) Lab for the benefit of students. Through RECAL Foundation,
69 scholarships worth Rs. 17.96 lakh were disbursed to students last academic year.

M. Manikandan, secretary, said RECAL had planned to conduct a Global Alumni Meet of NIT-Tiruchi in
Chennai on January 4, 2020, with focus on entrepreneurship development and start-ups. The GAM would be
attended by about 1,000 alumni from across the globe.

Eminent alumni would be recognised for their contributions to academia, entrepreneurship and corporate
initiatives.

NIT-T Director Mini Shaji Thomas has advocated formation of more chapters across the globe.
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NIT-T to hold training programme

TIRUCHI, SEPTEMBER 24, 2018 00:00 IST
UPDATED: SEPTEMBER 24, 2018 05:02 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The Centre for Entrepreneurship Development and Incubation of the National Institute of Technology,
Tiruchi (NIT-T), in association with Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India, will conduct a
technology-based entrepreneurship development programme next month.

The programme will be held under the auspices of the Department of Science and Technology-National
Implementing and Monitoring Agency for Training (DST-NIMAT).

The six-week long programme will begin on October 15 at NIT-T campus. The programme will be in the
domain of electronics, communication and information technology. Candidates with degrees or diploma in
science, engineering and technology streams in the age group of 22 to 45 years can participate in the
programme.

The training will cover various aspects of entrepreneurship, including motivation, identification of feasible
projects, project report preparation, marketing and raw material purchase and management skills.

Classes will be handled by experts, successful entrepreneurs, bank and government officials, and consultants.
On successful completion of the programme, the participants will be provided with guidance to set up their
own business ventures.

Interested persons can register their names for the selection process by sending an email tocedi@nitt.eduon
or before October 5. More details can be had from N. Sivakumaran, Professor and Coordinator, by dialling

9443745705 or G. Krishnan, Manager, CEDI, at 9677682106.
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MINI SHAJI THOMAS

Director, Nit

Festember is a fully student cum
college fest. Apart from the technical
knowledge that the students get in the
classroom, they also gain tremendous
experience by conducting a fest of this
magnitude and that is why we
encourage these activities within the
campus. Festember gives the best
platform to the student to show their
talents. | sincerely wish festember and
its organisers great success this year.

SAMSON MATHEWS
Dean, Nit

Festember is always a crowd pullers
events. It gives big platform to the
students to prove their talents. There
are a variety of clusters including

dance, music, dramatics, fashion,
photography and literay events in
multiple languages. Festember as an
organization believes in giving back to
society.
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VARUN AKASH- Chairman, Fest - '18

Festember S platform for displaying ones talent and for
(etting to know peaple from different parts of country as well
Thats the reason we have chosen An Arabian oddisy as our
theme for this year to highlight how it would be if people from
(ifierent cultures came together. We have many new addtions to
the fest this year and we hope to give the participants and the
aldience and experience thatis completely differentfrom anything
that they have seen before.

16th September 2018
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