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Hollywood conceptual artist and illustrator Nathan Schroeder and

former Indian tennis player Vijay Amritraj are among the star-studded line

up for Festember 2019 – the annual student-run cultural festival at

National Institute of Technology (NIT) Trichy. They would be speaking at the 

trademark guest lecture series ‘Carpe Diem’ of Festember which has grown 

as one of south India’s biggest cultural festivals, said NIT Trichy director Mini 

Shaji Thomas. Starting on Thursday, the festival will go on till Sunday which 

is expected to attract over 2500 students from across 300 colleges in the coun-

try. There will be 11 workshops and nine informal events. Also, students will 

be participating in 67 competitions among which 25 are literary events.

Popular vocalist Naresh Iyer, playback singer Benny Dayal and actress and 

TV anchor Anu Hasan will also participate in Festember

Hollywood conceptual artist Nathan 
Schroeder, Vijay Amritraj to participate 
in NIT Trichy cultural festival

01 October 2019
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National Institute of Technology (NIT) Trichy will issue a fresh

recruitment notification within a week to fill vacant posts of 147 assistant

professors, said NIT director Mini Shaji Thomas on Tuesday.

The Madras high court stayed the previous recruitment notification in

January after a PIL challenged it for not mentioning the number of

vacancies under different reservation categories.

The number of vacant posts has increased from 134 to 147 after including

vacancies under economically weaker sections. Besides this, institutewise 

roster for reservation is followed while calculating number of vacant

posts, according to Thomas. While this was based on recent directions of

the MHRD, department-wise roster had been followed to calculate vacant

posts previously, she said. Over 3,500 applications have already been received 

for the vacant posts. Candidates will be given an opportunity to update

their applications. Presently, there are a total 252 faculty members at NIT 

Trichy against the sanctioned strength of 393.

Assistant professors vacancies: NIT 
Trichy to issue fresh notification

01 October 2019
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On the theme Cinema Paradiso, Festember’19, the annual cultural festival 

of National Institute of Technology - Tiruchi (NIT-T) from October 3 to 6 

will feature a plethora of workshops and informal entertainment events. The 

stand-out programmes include Visual FX, Wildlife Photography, Argentine 

Tango and other artistry workshops, according to student organisers. UN 

Ambassadorfor Peace and formerIndian Tennis player Vijay Amritraj, Holly-

wood concept artist Nathan Schroeder, and journalist Sagarika Ghose figure 

among star speakers for the guest lecture series Carpe Diem. About 2,500 stu-

dents from 300 institutions are expected to take part in the festival, Director 

of NIT-T Mini Shaji Thomas said. Fusion Nite by Indo Souls, Rock Nite by 

Masala Coffee, EDM (Electronic Dance Music) Nite, and Pro Show by Ben-

ny Dayal constitute the highlights, she said. N. Kamakodi, MD, City Union 

Bank, will preside over the inaugural session on Thursday evening.

01 October 2019

It’s ‘Cinema Paradiso’ at National 
Institute of Technology
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National Institute of Technology (NIT) Trichy will issue a fresh recruitment notification within a week 

to fill the vacant posts of 147 assistant professors, said NIT director Mini Shaji Thomas on Tuesday. This 

would be the second phase of recruitment which is expected to fill most of the vacant posts in the institution. 

The Madras high court had stayed the previous recruitment notification in January after a public interest liti-

gation (PIL) challenged it for not mentioning the number of vacancies under different reservation categories. 

 

The number of vacant posts has increased from 134 to 147 after including vacancies under eco-

nomically weaker sections. Besides this, institute-wise roster for reservation is followed while cal-

culating number of vacant posts, the director said. While this was based on recent directions of the 

MHRD, department-wise roster had been followed to calculate vacant posts previously, she said. 

More than 3,500 applications have already been received for the vacant posts based on the earlier notification. 

Candidates will be given an opportunity to update their applications once the fresh notification is issued. 

 

At present, there are a total 252 faculty members at NIT Trichy against the sanctioned strength of 393. 

NIT Trichy filled up 48 teaching posts in March last year after a gap of 10 years. The previous recruit-

ment was made way back in 2008. Successive recruitments were stopped due to various litigations. 

A total 131 existing faculty members were also promoted who were awaiting the same for more than 

six years

02 October 2019

NIT Trichy to issue fresh notification for 
assistant professors’ vacancies
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A college festival that amalgamates fun, learning and entertainment, Festem-

ber is the annual cultural and literary fest of National Institute of Technology, 

Tiruchirappalli, organised entirely by the students. This year, the event runs 

from 3 October to 6 October at the NIT Trichy campus in Tamil Nadu.

The theme for 2019 is Cinema Paradiso, promising an array of cinematic mo-

ments, and the festival comprises events, competitions, workshops, perfor-

mances, and food stalls, making it an energetic student experience.

Among the speakers for their guest lecture series Carpe Diem are former ten-

nis player Vijay Amritraj, journalist Sagarika Ghose, concept artist Nathan 

Schroeder, actress Anu Hasan, and singer Naresh Iyer. Performing at Festem-

ber’s Rock Night is reggae and blues outfit Masala Coffee. Also among the 

performers is singer Benny Dayal.

Other events at the festival include workshops about visual effects (VFX), 

wildlife photography, the Argentine tango dance, beatboxing, and various 

other arts. Among the Informal events are SegWay, Dune Buggy, Human Gy-

roscope, and Ziplining.

The 2019 edition of NIT Trichy’s annual
festival Festember runs from 3 to 6 October

03 October 2019
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The 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi was celebrated in the city on Wednesday.The De-
partment of Posts released a special cover and 
organised an exhibition. Officials took part in a 
morning walk from Gandhi Asthi Mandapam 
near Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Government 
Hospital to the Head Post Office.
A mini philatelic exhibition, christened Bapu-
pex 2019, displaying Gandhi’s letters, posts and 
commemorative stamps and covers were dis-
played at the Philatelic bureau. A special cover 
to commemorate the 150th birth anniversary of 
Mahatma was released by A. Thomas Lourduraj, 
Director, Central Region, It was received by N. 
Siva Chandra Arun, Treasure Collections, who 
sponsored the covers.

Students and staff of Shrimati Indira Gandhi Col-
lege took part in an event at the Gandhi tree, un-
der which Mahatma Gandhi is said to have de-
livered a talk and interacted with students of National College and citizens when he visited Tiruchi 
in 1934. Secretary S.Kunjithapatham, Principal S.Vidhyalakshmi paid floral tributes while students 
delivered speeches on Gandhi’s policies and beliefs focussing on non-violence.Nearly 20,000 staff and 
students of campus schools of BHEL, Tiruchi, took part in a mass cleaning drive and awareness pro-
gramme led by R Padmanabhan, Executive Director, BHEL, Tiruchi.
The Institution of Engineers, Tiruchi Chapter, in association with IEEE Student Branch of National 
Institute of Technology, Tiruchi, celebrated the day by holding a talk on “Mahatma Gandhiji’s con-
tribution towards nation building and his views on education policy and practice” by S. Arul Daniel, 
Professor, Department of Electrical and Electronics Engineering, NITT. He discussed how Gandhi’s 
teachings were instrumental in bringing about the current curriculum being followed by all NITs in 
the country.

Members of farmers’ wing of Tamil Maanila Congress, led by its president, Puliyur A. Nagarajan, paid 
homage at the Gandhi Asthi Mandapam near the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Government Hospital.

Ajay Kumar, Divisional Railway Manager, Tiruchi, paid tributes to a portrait of Mahatma Gandhi. He 
inaugurated an exhibition depicting the life history of Mahatma at the junction. All 85 stations in the 
Tiruchi division conducted various cleanliness and awareness programmes.

03 October 2019

Gandhi Jayanthi celebrated
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Attributes ofright attitude and hard work will hold higher value and future 

than academic performance, Managing Director and Chief Executive officer 

of City Union Bank N. Kamakodi told students of National Institute of Tech-

nology Tiruchi (NIT-T)on Thursday. Inaugurating Festember’19, the annual 

cultural festival presented by students, Mr.Kamakodi, an alumnus, said or-

ganising such events would stand them in good stead in achieving success in 

their career. Recalling his role as public relations coordinatorfor Festemberin 

1993 and 1994, he said it was important for students to make use of all facil-

ities and opportunities on the campus to improve their skills and knowledge 

Presiding over, NIT-T Director Mini Shaji Thomas said cultural events such 

as Festember were necessary to provide students a much-needed break from 

academic schedule. Samson Mathew, Dean-Students’ Welfare, and S. Jerome, 

Associate Dean, also addressed the students.

03 October 2019

Festember gets underway atNIT-T
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 The four-day NIT-Trichy annual cultural festival Festember ’19 began on 

Thursday with its alumnus City Union Bank MD N Kamakodi inaugurating 

the event. A 1994 batch chemical engineering student, he recalled his days at 

the institute when he was the president of the Festember event, he asked stu-

dents to choose their career with a positive attitude and work hard to succeed 

in life. He asked students to make full use of cultural events as these memories 

can be cherished for the rest of their life. Mini Shaji Thomas, NIT-T director, 

said that success in life really matters on hard work and attitude and the chief 

guest has set the right an example.The inauguration was followed by Festem-

ber ’19 fusion night with performance by Karthik Iyer’s IndoSoul - a band 

celebrated for Indian classical fusion music. The band consists of musicians 

from diverse musical backgrounds - Vikram Vivekanand on the guitar, Resh-

win Nishith on bass, Ramkumar Kanakarajan on drums, Sumesh Narayanan 

on the mridangam and percussion, and Karthick Iyer on violin and vocals.

The festival which will go on till Sunday is expected to attract over 2,500 stu-

dents from across 300 colleges in the country. Apart from 11 workshops and 

nine informal events, students will participate in 67 competitions among 

which 25 are literary events. Popular vocalist Naresh Iyer and Tamil actress 

Anu Haasan will be part of Festember this year apart from singer Benny Day-

al.

04 October 2019

Festember begins with Indian
classical fusion music
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Trichy:Hollywood concept artist Nathan Schroeder has urged students to 

identify the artist in them rather than let it remain

latent. He was interacting with students of National Institute of Technology 

(NIT) Trichy on Friday where he was the chief guest at the

guest lecture series ‘Carpe Diem’ on day 2 of the annual cultural festival Fe-

stember 2019. Schroeder narrated how he converted his ideas into tangible 

design which was well-received in the motion picture industry. Earlier in the 

day, eminent journalist and consulting editor of The Times of India, Sagarika 

Ghose addressed the students gathering. She spoke about issues like gender 

inequality at the workplace and the importance of media during elections.

The alternative hard rock band WACX was the first to perform in the eve-

ning. A five-piece band from Chennai, they draw their influences from differ-

ent eras of music, bringing a dynamic wall of sound and a live energetic act.

Performance of Masala Coffee, an Indian band, was electrifying and had the 

audience on their feet.

05 October 2019

Hollywood conceptual artist to be part of 
NIT’s cultural
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Sastra University, Thanjavur has again lifted the rolling trophy of Festember – 

2019, the annual cultural festival of

National Institute of Technology (NIT) Trichy, for the 21st consecutive year 

on Sunday. NIT Trichy director Mini Shaji Thomas gave away the rolling tro-

phy to the Sastra team in the valedictory function.The finals of various events, 

including dance, music, dramatics and photography, from different clusters of 

Tamil, Telugu, English and Hindi were held on Sunday.

Earlier in the day, Vijay Amritraj, India’s former tennis player, addressed stu-

dents and shared his mantra, which led him to achieve great heights in life. 

He spoke about how his mother who was his pillar of support and how she 

helped him recover from his failures and taught him to move forward in life.

National award-winning playback singer Naresh Iyer who was part of Fes-

tember on Sunday, shared with students how he struggled to break into the 

music industry, and the chance given by music director A R Rahman, which 

helped him succeed in the contest

 Sastra Univ lifts cultural fest trophy
 for 21st year in row
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National Institute of Technology (NIT) Trichy’s alumni association RECAL 

has planned Global Alumni Meeting (GAM) in January 2020. The once-in-a-

five-year meeting scheduled to be held in Chennai on January 4 next will have 

a participation of more than 2,000 alumni across the globe that have passed 

out since 1969.GAM plans some significant alumni contribution towards 

developing a corpus fund for research scholarships for NIT Trichy students 

and developing a sports stadium of international standards. Saying that GAM 

2020 is a mega event curated to explore the realm of old memories and new 

bonds, Krishna Sai, president, RECAL, said that a total 45 out of 185 distin-

guished alumni awardees of the institute have registered for GAM . RECAL 

foundation has a corpus fund of Rs 1.4 crore and the interest from the fund 

is benefiting around 50 students every year in the form of scholarships apart 

 NIT Trichy global alumni
meet in Jan 2020

from supporting them in many ways, he said
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The alumni association of National Institute of Technology- Tiruchi, for-
merly known as Regional Engineering College (REC), will hold a Global 
Alumni Meet (GAM) in Chennai on January 4. Nearly 2,000 alumni are 
expected at the day-long event to be held at a resort in Chennai, organised 
by RECAL, the alumni association.“We would like to involve the alumni in 
more activities being held on campus. Through their contribution, two lab-
oratories are functional on the campus. Although contributions are being 
made by the alumni individually and through their batch chapters, a lar-
gerinvolvement will be seen at the meet,” said Mini Shaji Thomas, Director, 
NIT-T. Three ambassadors per batch had been appointed to organise and 
coordinate the event.“The primary aim of the meet is for all alumni to net-
work. We can learn and grow from each other’s experience,” said M. Krishna 
Sai, president, RECAL.“The agenda will also involve raising funds, especially 
for a Heritage Centre and Donor Wall of Fame planned on campus and the 
setting up of a research scholarship fund,” Mr. Sai said. A highlight of the 
event will be Entrepreneurship Enclave, where recent graduates can pitch 
their business ideas to older alumni who are now venture capitalists, inves-
tors and business developers.

 NIT-T global alumni meet on January 4
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Overcoming financial hardship, a research scholar of National Institute of 
Technology - Tiruchi (NIT-T) from the Electronics and Communication 
Engineering Department K. Krushnakanth who excelled in making gadgets 
usable in RADAR (Radio Detection and Ranging) has won the first prize in 
the ‘Dare to Dream’ contest conducted by DRDO (Defence Research and 
Development Organisation). Krushnakanth will be receiving the prize 
money of ₹5 lakh from Prime Minister Narenda Modi on October 15, for his
 research work on Frequency Selective Surfaces. Working under the 
guide-ship of S. Raghavan, former Professor in the department,
 Krushnakanth had, over the last four years, come out with 13 gadgets that 
could be directly used in RADAR. Son of a carpenter, Krushnakanth has 
proved that hard work will take one to great heights, Prof. Raghavan said, 
adding that his research scholar was chosen for the award in the nation-wide 
contest after a thorough screening process. Krushnakanth will be filing 
patents for three inventions to defence sector, Prof. Raghavan added

 NIT-T research scholar to get ₹ 5 lakh 
DRDO award
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NIT Tiruchirappalli Research Scholar 

won DRDO’s ‘DARE TO DREAM’ Con-

test held at New Delhi on Oct 15
The Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO) has 
launched ‘Dare to Deam’, a contest to encourage startups and individuals to 
come up with innovative defence and aerospace technologies. More than 
3000 researchers across the country participated and after the two-lev-
el screening, Mr K Krushna kanth, Research scholar, Dept of ECE of NIT 
Trichy was invited to present his work on the invention on ‘RADOME for 
RADAR applications namely Frequency Selective Surfaces(FSS)’. Due to the 
defence usage and uniqueness, His project earned the First Prize Award. He 
received the commendable certificate and a cash prize of Rs 5 lakhs from 
Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh on October 15 in the 41st DRDO Directors 
Conference in New Delhi on Technology Leadership for Empowering India 
in the presence of Chiefs of the three forces & DRDO Chairman Dr G Sath-
eesh Reddy. He said this encouragement has made him discover and invent 
products to be used in defence and space research. He owes his success to 
the fundamental knowledge learnt from the ‘Microwave Subject’ taught by 
his guide, Prof. S Raghavan. Incidentally, he earned a national level title ‘Fa-
ther of FSS’ recently. He is one of the very few in India and also at the inter-
national level to get involved in Practical RADOME applications with FSS. 
Prof Mini Shaji Thomas, Director, NIT-T congratulated the student and 
guide for achieving this feat
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 The radome designed by a research scholar at the National Institute of 
Technology, Trichy, (NIT-T) has come first in the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation’s (DRDO) dare to dream contest. The radome, a 
structural, weatherproof enclosure that protects a radar antenna, designed 
by V Krushnakanth, research scholar in the ECE department, shields the 
aircraft’s radar from getting detected by enemy radar. His was awarded 
commendable certificate and a cash prize of Rs 5 lakh from defence min-
ister Rajnath Singh last week in the 41st DRDO Directors Conference in 
New Delhi on Technology Leadership for Empowering India. The project 
stood first among 3,000 odd projects presented at DRDO’s dare to dream 
contest – a scheme to foster innovation and technology development in 
defence and aerospace. The front nose cone of an aircraft accommodates 
radar for scanning and identifying targets for bombing. This needs to be 
protected from enemy radar from identification. His design on selective 
frequency can make the radar in combat aircraft invisible from enemy ra-
dars. “Signals coming from radar is the main source of detection by enemy 
aircraft. The radome designed by me will only allow reception of selective 
electro-magnetic frequency and thereby remains undetected by enemy ra-
dar,” said Krushnakanth. “The radome is designed in such a way that it will 
allow only certain electro-magnetic frequency. “This basically means we 
can see others but enemies should not see us. Our radome works in specific 
frequency which will be known only to us,” he said. Saying that there has 
not been much research in this area in the country, he said the exposure he 
gained in CSIR - National Aerospace Laboratories, Bengaluru, as project as-
sistant before joining NIT-T helped his work in the area. Saying his guide S 
Raghavan was a driving force, he said that he is planning to take up projects 
under DRDO apart from exploring the possibilities on doing post-doctoral 
research

NIT-T scholar’s radome design tops 

DRDO contest
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