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Smart India Hackathon – 2019 to begin on Saturday 

 

TRICHY: National Institute of Technology (NIT) Trichy is one among 48 nodal centres in the 

country to host Smart India Hackathon – 2019 starting Saturday. Smart India Hackathon is a 

nationwide initiative of the ministry of human resource development (MHRD) to engage technology 

savvy students to come up with innovative and feasible solutions to industry-related problems. NIT-

Trichy will host eight problem statements formulated by Cognizant Technology Solutions (CTS) 

and Chennai District Small Scale Industries Association (CDISSIA). The winning team will get a 

cash prize of Rs 1 lakh each. A total 32 teams with 121 boys and 77 girls from various institutions 

across the country together with their mentors will work in the areas of waste management, 

healthcare and biomedical devices, robotics and drones, agriculture and rural development. The 

hackathon will see the participation of over a lakh student from across the country forming 1,400 

teams with eight students each. The student are expected to develop software applications like live 

school that provides free world class education, mobile application that is GST – compliant to 

benefit MSMEs besides an app that provides real-time vital health data to ensure health and 

longevity. The industry will get multiple solutions for a single problem and they can implement the 

simplest and feasible solution from the young minds, said NIT Trichy director Mini Shaji Thomas. 

Such hackathons would also pave way for students to collaborate with industry in further developing 

their ideas to the next level, she said. 
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Smart India Hackathon from today 

For 36 hours from Saturday morning, 32 eight-member teams will work non-stop at the 

National Institute of Technology-Tiruchi, the venue of Smart India Hackathon 2019 – Software 

Edition, to find solutions to eight problem statements: six given by Cognizant Technology 

Solutions and two by Chennai District Small Scale Industries Association. 

The teams from technology institutions across the country will work in the areas of waste 

management, healthcare and biomedical devices, robotics and drones, agriculture, and rural 

development, NIT-T Director Mini Shaji Thomas told media persons on Friday. The competing 

teams are expected to develop software applications such as Live School that provides free 

world-class education, mobile application that is GST-compliant to benefit MSMEs, a self- 

learning BOT (refers to web robot) with deep learning capabilities, besides an App that provides 

real-time vital health data to ensure health and longevity. 

The teams will go through three rounds of judging by experts drawn from academic institutions 

and industry. The winning team in each of the themes will be awarded prize money of Rs. 1 

lakh, Prof. Mini Thomas said. 

The nation-wide event envisaging encouraging solutions for 350 problem statements from 

students has been designed to bring industry and institutions closer, she said. The grand finale 

involving participation of 1,300 teams comprising 1.5 lakh students at 48 nodal centres across 

the country will be launched by the Minister for Human Resources Development Prakash 

Javadekar. The NIT-T has the ideal innovation ecosystem to conduct the event, the NIT-T 

Director said, referring to the second prize won by the NIT-T team at the Indo-Singapore 

Hackathon 2018, last November. The Nanyang Technological University and MHRD's 

Innovation Cell had organised the Singapore-India Hackathon-2018 under the theme ‘Solution 
for Humanity.’ 

The NIT-T team had won a cash award of 6,000 Singapore Dollars for building an effective 

learning platform based on crowd sourcing and live chat for expert interaction in an Neuro- 

Linguistic Processing engine. The learning platform can tag topics to summarise the concepts 

in the form of mind maps and give recommendations for pre-requisites and related topics with 

links to resources. 

Four teams from NIT-T are taking part in the Smart India Hackathon 2019 - Software Edition, 

at institutions in Dehradun, Jalandhar, Jaipur and Panipat. 
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NIT-Trichy among 48 nodal centres to host Smart India hackathon 

National Institute of technology (NIT) Trichy will host smart India hackathon – 2019 software edition starting from 

Saturday – and will become one among the 48-nodal centre in the country to do so. The programme is a nationwide 

initiative by Ministry of human resource development (MHRD) to engage technology savvy students to come up 

with innovative and feasible solution to industry related problems. NIT Trichy will host eight problem statements 

formulated by Cognizant Technology Solutions (CTS) and Chennai district small scale industries association 

(CDISSIA). The winning team from each of the themes will be awarded prize of Rs 1 lakh. A total of 32 teams 

consisting of 121 boys and 77 girls from various institutions across the country will take part in the hackathon. 

They will work on the areas of waste management, healthcare and biomedical devices, robotics and drones, 

agriculture and rural development under the guidance of their mentors. Students from NIT Trichy will be in 

Dehradun, Jaipur, Panipat and Jamshedpur taking part in the hackathon. The hackathon will see the participation of 

over a lakh student from across the country forming 1,400 teams having eight students each. Student are expected 

to develop software applications like live school that provides free world class education, mobile application that 

is GST – compliant to benefit MSMEs besides an app that provides real-time vital health data to ensure health and 

longevity. “India is leading in terms of software industry and problems are equally high. In educational institutions, 

students do project works and researchers carry out research but without any coordination with the industry. Such 

hackathon is the outcome of efforts to identify problems from industry, especially software industry and engaged 

students in finding solutions,” said NIT director Mini Shaji Thomas. The industry will get multiple solutions for a 
single problem and they could implement the simplest and feasible solution from young minds, the director said 

Reducing the gap between industry and academia, such hackathons would pave way for students to collaborate with 

industry in further developing their ideas to the next level, she said. 

 

Institute to launch programme on entrepreneurship for engineers 

National Institute of Technology (NIT) Trichy is planning to launch an elective programme on ‘Entrepreneurship 
for engineers’ in July, with the institution receiving an expression of interest from the Navy to be part of the venture. 
NIT director Mini Shaji Thomas said that a set of alumni put forward the idea and one of its main aspects would be 

handled by a few of the alumni entrepreneurs. Though the key objective is to pique students’ interest in 
entrepreneurship, they would be made to work on a project on the same, she said. Stating the Navy was keen on 

adding their inputs to the new course, the director said the curriculum framing is under way with the expertise from 

alumni. A course on intellectual property rights (IPR) last year is popular with students, she said adding the patent 

filing too has increased manifold in the past 18 months. A total of 50 patents have been filed, of which two have 

been given approval. The process of patent filing gained momentum after the start of a dedicated IPR cell. The 

Navy has appointed a nodal officer to collaborate with institutions and she had a meeting with vice-admiral ranked 

officer last week, Mini said. “We have chalked out a few programmes including the defence corridor to work in 
future,” the director said Asked about NIT’s role in the defence corridor project, she said that three institutions in 

Tamil Nadu including NIT Trichy are part of the project and NIT Trichy is collaborating with PSG College of 

Technology to work on a set of problems that would be given by defence ministry. “Besides, we have already 

collaborated with Ordinance Factory Trichy (OFT) on designing and validation of some of their components, she 

said. 
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‘Spectrum’ is theme of Pragyan’19 

‘Spectrum’ signifying various facets of technology and myriad management strategies, is the theme of 

Pragyan’19, an ISO-certified techno-managerial festival pioneered by students of National Institute of 

Technology-Tiruchi. A footfall of 6,000 school and college students is expected during the four-day festival 

beginning on March 14. Indian Space Research Organisation, National Instruments, Microsoft, HP, Anvira 

Education and several other organisations will equip students with knowledge of the latest in the world of 

technology. Pepper, a robot with emotional intelligence and Slow Dance Frame, which appears to make 

objects move in slow motion, figure among the exhibits depicting cutting-edge technology. School and 

college students can visit the exhibition from 10 a.m., Director of NIT-T Mini Shaji Thomas said. There will 

be workshops on several topics including Image Processing of Satellite Data and Building Design and 

Technology. 

Lecture series Talks by Spyridon “Spiros” Michalakis, a quantum physicist and staff researcher at CalTech; 

Montek Singh Ahuluwalia, Deputy Chairman of the erstwhile Planning Commission of India; and Frederick 

J. Raab, Ligo Associate Director of Observatory Operations, constitute the highlight of Pragyan Guest 

Lecture series, organisers said. There are participants from 60 countries for online events and the array of 

events spans seven clusters. Sangam, an intra-college hardware hackathon, and Ingenium, an exclusive event 

for students of other colleges to exhibit their technological prowess, will symbolise celebration of innovative 

spirit. 

Light artist Ramod Malaka, feet puppeteer Anne Klinge and bubbleologist Graham Maxwell are among the 

infotainment artistes to visit the campus. Pragyan is also associating with Human Library Hyderabad to 

conduct a Human Library with a collection of 13 interesting books in which the authors have challenged the 

stigmas of society through their lifestyle choices, beliefs and accomplishments. 
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Montek, CIT physicist among NIT’s Pragyan 2019 guest lecturers 

TNN | Mar 13, 2019, 04.54 AM IST 

TRICHY: Former deputy chairman of erstwhile planning commission of India Montek Singh 

Ahluvalia and renowed quantum physicist Spyridon Michalakis from California Institute of 

Technology will be part of the 15th edition of Pragyan – 2019, an annual international techno-

management festival at NIT Trichy, starting from Thursday. 

They are among the six personalities who will be part of the popular guest lecture series of this 

years’ Pragyan. Open source humanoid robots from Sweden will also be exhibited at the four-day 

festival. NIT Trichy director Mini Shaji Thomas said that the institute would be open for students 

to visit various research facilities on the campus. Participants from 60 countries will be part of the 

student-run organisation. 

“Spectrum is the theme of this year’s Pragyan. The four-day festival will expose everyone to facets 

of technology in development along with the myriad management strategies that are being 

employed presently,” said the director. 

This year several clusters of events and 18 workshops have been added by bringing together the 

best organisations in their domains including ISRO, National Instruments, Microsoft, HP and 

Anvira Education to provide students a practical experience of the latest in the world of technology. 

“With workshops ranging from image processing of satellite data to building design and technology, 

the workshops at Pragyan will surely do justice to its theme,” said Samson Mathew, dean of students 

welfare. 

“Sangam is an intra college hardware hackathon while Ingenium is for students of other colleges. 

Both these competitions willprovide students the platform they need to showcase their technological 

prowess,” he said. 

“We hope the workshop will let all the participants know what is the latest in technology and where 

they should focus on,” said Mini Shaji Thomas. 

 

 

 

 

13th MARCH 2019 



  16 

 

 
 

NIT Trichy – Pragyan 2019 Inauguration 

The inauguration ceremony of Pragyan, NIT Trichy 2019 took place on the 14th of March 2019, 

from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM. The chief guest for the evening was Padma Shri M.Y.S. Prasad, former 

director of the Satish Dhawan Space Centre. The guest of honour for the evening was Mr. Kesavan 

G, Head of supply chain management, Power, Transmission and Distribution at Larsen and Toubro.  

The ceremony began in an auspicious manner, with a prayer song and the lighting of the lamp. This 

was followed by the welcome address by the Staff Advisor of Pragyan 2019, Dr. Rajeswari Sridhar. 

Next, Mukesh, the Chairperson of Pragyan, NIT Trichy 2019, took the stage to inform the audience 

of the story of Pragyan 2019 so far, with a speech titled ‘Pragyan at a glance’, following which the 

Dean of Students Welfare, Dr. Samson Mathew, delivered his address to the students. The Director 

of NIT Trichy, Prof. Mini Shaji Thomas then delivered the presidential address, highlighting 

everything Pragyan 2019 has to offer, giving By hellomadras - March 15, 2019 special emphasis to 

Sangam and Ingenium, competitions aimed at fostering product development and entrepreneurship.  

The chief guest for the evening was Padma Shri M.Y.S. Prasad, former director of the Satish 

Dhawan Space Centre delivered his inaugural address on highlighting the steps taken across the 

globe in the mission to Mars. He ended his insightful keynote by encouraging the students to 

reinvigorate the scientific temper of the country. In his inauguration address, he spoke at length 

about the mission to Mars. He spoke briefly about the solar system and discussed the journey to 

Mars. He justified the effort and time taken for a Mars mission by noting the possibility of 

discovering extra-terrestrial life in Mars in addition to helping us decide conditions for our own 

colonies. The keynote went into great detail regarding the Mars missions across the globe in U.S.A, 

Russia, India, and  

China. The talk enclosed details from the initial framework for Mars exploration (starting from 1975 

in USA) to recent successful endeavours like the Curiosity rover. He highlighted the challenges 

faced in space exploration and hoped for innovative solutions from the young minds present. He 

ended his insightful keynote by encouraging the students to reinvigorate the scientific temper of the 

country. 
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Quotes  

“When India speaks in a world conference of space, the world listens” 

 Next, the Guest of Honour, Mr. Kesavan G took the stage to deliver a speech and expressed his 

best wishes for Pragyan 2019. The speeches were followed by the Memento distribution. The event 

concluded with the vote of thanks by the Overall Coordinator, Mr. J.M. Kabinesh.  

This year’s edition of Pragyan, NIT Trichy is scheduled to take place between the 14th to 17th of 

March, 2019. The inauguration ceremony will be graced by the presence of Padma Shri M.Y.S 

Prasad, who will be the chief guest for the evening.  

In line with our theme, Spectrum, Pragyan presents to you an array of exhibitions involving 

PepperBot, the humanoid robot capable of recognising the principal human emotions along with 

informative workshops on, augmented reality, IoT prototyping and deep learning.  

Pragyan 2019, also presents a distinguished class of eminent speakers for the Guest Lecture Series 

including Dr Spyridon Michalakis, quantum physicist and staff researcher at CalTech, and the 

scientific consultant for Marvel Studios. Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia, former Deputy Chairman of 

the Erstwhile Planning Commission of India, Dr Crystal Dilworth, science communicator and 

advocate on Gender equity and diversity in STEM among many others. This year’s crossfire topic 

of “Do we have the right to free speech or just compliant speech?” promises to be eye-opening and 

enlightening in so many ways.  

Pragyan 2019 also plays hosts to a lineup of internationally acclaimed infotainment artists like 

Graham Maxwell from UK, Yanika Beliza from Spain, Ramod Malaka from Sri Lanka, and a whole 

lot more. The world’s largest human library conducted by a student-run organisation acts as the 

perfect feather in the cap of this amazing celebration. 
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Students urged to find innovative solutions to challenges in space  
Trichy: Encouraging students to reinvigorate scientific temper of the country, M Y S Prasad, former 

director of the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, highlighted the challenges faced in space exploration and 

hoped for innovative solutions from the young minds. Addressing the crowd after inaugurating 

Pragyan – 2019, the four-day long techno - managerial festival at National Institute of Technology 

(NIT) Trichy, Padma Shri awardee and chief guest at the event, Prasad talked about the steps taken 

across the globe in the mission to Mars. Justifying the effort and time taken by the country for Mars 

mission, he noted the possibility of discovering extra-terrestrial life on Mars in addition to helping us 

decide conditions for our own colonies. He gave details on Mars missions across the globe in U.S.A, 

Russia, India, and China and talked about the initial framework for Mars exploration starting from 

1975 in USA to recent successful endeavours like the Curiosity rover. The guest of honour for the 

evening was Kesavan G, head of supply chain management, power, transmission and distribution at 

Larsen and Toubro.  

Director of NIT Trichy, Mini Shaji Thomas highlighted what Pragyan 2019 has to offer by giving 

special emphasis to Sangam and Ingenium, competitions aimed at fostering product development and 

entrepreneurship.  

In line with the theme—Spectrum—Pragyan-2019 will present an array of exhibitions involving 

PepperBot, the humanoid robot capable of recognizing the principal human emotions along with 

informative workshops on augmented reality, IoT prototyping and deep learning.  

Pragyan-2019 also plays hosts to a line-up of internationally acclaimed infotainment artists like 

Graham Maxwell from UK, Yanika Beliza from Spain and Ramod Malaka from Sri Lanka. 
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Economic growth with social inclusion imperative: Montek  

 

Emphasises on health, education  

Targets, programmes and policies pertaining to economic growth is what people should look for in public 

debates of political parties, rather than rating their slogans alone, Montek Singh Ahluwalia, former 

Deputy Chairman of the erstwhile Planning Commission of India, said on Friday. 

  Social inclusion through emphasis on education and health ought to be an essential component of 

economic growth. While utility of investment on education is a long-time prospect, the focus on health 

will reflect in a short-term benefit of stronger workforce that is required for achieving economic growth, 

Mr. Ahluwalia said.  

He was delivering a guest lecture on ‘Future prospects of economy’ at National Institute of Technology 

- Tiruchi (NIT-T) as part of Pragyan ‘19, the annual techno-management festival.  

 

 

 

 



  22 

 

 

Referring to the NDA government making a lower estimate of the growth rate recorded during the UPA 

regime, Mr. Ahluwalia observed that the path to achieving the Rs. 10 trillion GDP target by 2032 

necessitated a better year-on-year growth than the current level of 7.5%. agricultural growth of 4%, for 

instance, would not augur well for the country where the sector accounting for 17 % of the GDP 

supported 47 % of the population. 

Only by reducing dependency on agriculture through provision of alternative employment can the set 

targets be achieved meaningfully, he explained. 

Future economic growth will be determined by the country's inherent strength, the state of the world, 

effective management of macro economy and the state of the policies. 

 There are signs of downslide in the economies of the USA, European Union, China, Russia and Middle-

East for the next two to three years, Mr. Ahluwalia said, reflecting on the state of the world. 

 On macro-economic management, he said the trend of 6% fiscal deficit every year was a hindrance for 

economic progress. The extent of fiscal deficit will be more if the State budgets are factored in. To bridge 

the deficit, hard decisions on matters such as disinvestment of public sector undertakings and cutting 

down of subsidies would become essential.  

There were also views that rigid labour law was an obstacle for increasing quantum of workforce. There 

was also a compulsion to integrate technology progress into the nation's growth. Notwithstanding 

apprehensions that technology adoption will lead to loss of jobs, the country cannot grow in isolation 

from the rest of the world. The challenge is in creating a nimble economy factoring in these aspects, he 

said. 

 Earlier, Dr. Ahluwalia inaugurated a new training and placement facility christened ‘Çapstone’ in the 

presence of Director of NIT-T Mini Shaji Thomas. 
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Some farmers must be moved to other sectors to resolve farm distress: Montek 

Deputy chairman of erstwhile planning commission of India, Montek Singh Ahluwalia, on Friday, 

said that viable solution for agriculture distress is possible only by pulling a certain section of people 

out of agriculture activities and providing them with productive employment in non-agriculture 

sectors.  

Delivering chief guest address as part of guest lecture series during Pragyan-2019 at NIT Trichy, 

he said it will not be possible to address agrarian distress if growth rate is not accelerated beyond 

8%. 

 Agriculture constitutes for 33% of gross domestic product (GDP) but 47% of the population is 

engaged in it. The per capita GDP of the country is growing at 6.3% per year and agriculture is 

growing at the rate of only 4%, he added. 

 Therefore, agriculture productivity cannot be expected to grow at the rate of per capita GDP unless 

numbers of people engaged in agriculture are pulled out. But the government needs to take 

responsibility of providing jobs to them, he said. 

 When political parties say that they want to resolve farmer distress and generate employment, they 

must be asked about the target rate of growth that is necessary for this purpose. Very few political 

campaigns focus on how the budget will be balanced when all the programmes are taken into 

account, he said. 

With inherent strength, Indian economy can achieve 8% growth by good macro-economic 

management and policy, he said. He said that if money should be spent on educating children, it 

must be through rolling out public sector schools. 
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National Seminar on Women in Science and Technology Valedictory 

The formal session of the concluding day of the seminar was handled by Dr. Mini Shaji Thomas, 

the director of NIT Tiruchirappalli. The director's lecture titled "Wake up, Grab the Opportunities" 

turned out to be an inspirational one for the delegates as she recounted her success story of surviving 

all odds and becoming a woman leader. Being the only woman director in among the 32 NITs in 

India, Dr. Thomas spoke at length on the fact that women need to work much harder than men in 

order to succeed. Citing her own experience of simultaneously handling personal and professional 

duties and responsibilities (as a mother, teacher, and administrator among other roles) she observed 

that women need to fix their priorities. According to Dr. Thomas, it is important for women to be 

visible and innovative in their profession to be a role model for others. The director concluded her 

lecture by reminding the delegates that "Wake up, grab the opportunities" was her success mantra. 

 In the following session which started at 11.30 a.m., Ms. Sashi Sairaman, CEO, MTAB Technology 

Centre Chennai, gave a lecture on women's challenges in the corporate world. Ms.Sairaman began 

her lecture by noting that women work under tremendous pressure in the corporate world. Though 

the corporate world is far more accommodative for women compared to mainstream society,there 

is an urgent need to develop an ecosystem for them to work comfortably. She also contended that 

women need to sustain their competitive attitude and willingness to learn throughout their careers. 

Narrating from her personal experiences, Ms. Sairaman also remarked that the manufacturing 

industry is a men-dominated space. She went on to caution the listeners that women shouldn't be 

complacent and that there is no need for the womenfolk to be guilt-ridden for prioritizing their 

career over family and children. Ms. Sairaman's lecture was followed by the valedictory session. In 

the valedictory session,  

Dr. M. Venkata Kirthiga and Dr. K.N. Sheeba, the members of the coordinating committee, 

presented a brief review of the seminar. It was followed by feedback from participants, certificate 

distribution, and felicitation of the speakers. The session concluded with the vote of thanks delivered 

by Dr. K.M. Meera Sherrifa Begum. 
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