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Aerospace cos told to upgrade machinery 

TRICHY: Local aerospace manufacturers were told to upgrade their existing machinery to produce 

components with high precision and efficiency, as sought by the armed forces, at an interactive session held 

by Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) Trichy zone. The meeting was conducted between industrialists 

and experts in aerospace manufacturing sector on Monday, carrying forward the momentum of the city being 

named in the Tamil Nadu defence corridor. Addressing a gathering of industrialists from various sectors, 

including from heavy engineering and sheet metal fabrications, Dr K Tamilmani, former director general of 

DRDO (aero) said, “Special machinery might be required to ensure precision and efficiency in manufacturing 

defence products particularly in aerospace. Skill development of existing workforce should be upgraded for 

which facilities like NIT- Trichy will come handy for industrialists here.” 

Stating that the investment will be high for manufacturing with precision, the former DRDO scientist said 

that consortium approach of like-minded industrialists and frequent discussions will help manufacturers here 

to comprehend the strengths of Trichy- based industrial ecosystem. While Coimbatore was cited to lead the 

way in aerospace manufacturing, presence of government defence institutes here such as Ordnance Factory 

of Tiruchirappalli (OFT) and Heavy Alloy Penetrator Project (HAPP) are touted to be helpful for industries 

here to garner contracts for manufacturing components that could be outsourced by institutes. 

“Trade bodies here can approach the Union government to provide common facility centre in Trichy for 

promoting the skills of workers besides other infrastructure including labs. Trichy has already established an 

engineering background which can be well utilised for the defence corridor,” Tamilmani added. 

Informing on the opportunities available in the present aerospace manufacturing sector, Tamilmani said that 

helicopter and Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) manufacturing sectors would fetch good demand in coming 

years for rescue and reconnaissance operations. While Uttar Pradesh has also been facilitated with a defence 

corridor, Tamil Nadu’s defence corridor connecting Chennai-Trichy-Salem-Coimbatore-Hosur cities was 

cited to have an edge over others, considering that the industries already exist here. 

Experts in defence manufacturing advised the trade bodies to host frequent meetings and workshops for 

identifying potential sectors. 
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Green award for NIT-T 

TIRUCHI, JUNE 06, 2018 00:00 IST 

UPDATED: JUNE 06, 2018 05:00 IST 

 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

 

The National Institute of Technology, Tiruchi, has bagged the green award for the 

environmental initiatives on its premises. 

 

Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami presented the award, instituted by the Tamil Nadu 

Pollution Control Board (TNPCB), to Mini Shaji Thomas, Director, NIT-T, in Chennai on 

Monday. 

 

NIT, Tiruchi, was among three educational institutes chosen for the award for excelling in 

environmental protection and sustainable development for 2017. 

 

Receiving the award, Ms. Thomas said that since its inception, the institute had been 

promoting sustainable development practices. 
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NIT-T bags state PCB’s green award for eco-friendly 

practices 
TNN | Jun 6, 2018, 12.35 AM IST 

 
TRICHY: National Institute of Technology (NIT), Trichy, has bagged the Green Award-2017 from 

the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) for best practices in environmental protection 

and sustainable development. 

Two other educational institutions which were conferred the award were Vellore Institute of 

Technology (VIT) University and Gandhigram Rural University. NIT-T director Mini Shaji Thomas 

received the award from chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami during a function at the Secretariat 

in Chennai on Monday. 

While congratulating each and every member of the institution, including the faculty, staff and 

students, who worked hard to achieve this feat, she credited the eco-friendly initiatives of the 

institution towards creating a sustainable environment. 

A team consisting of various faculty members under the director was formed to prepare a detailed 

proposal in October 2017. Dean (planning and development) C Natarajan who was part of the team 

said that maintaining a dense green cover apart from effective waste management was key to bagging 

the award. 

“NIT-T has developed new technology and programmes for better environmental protection and 

utilisation of renewable energy,” said Mini Shaji. As part of the green initiative and energy 

conservation measures, battery operated vehicles have been introduced on the campus. 
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NIT Trichy Students’ Unveil Low-Cost Device That Helps Detect Lung 

Cancer Early! 
If lung cancer is detected at later stages, the chance of succumbing to it in five years is 85 per cent. Early detection 

will prevent this as proper treatment, and medication can be administered in time. 
by Ahmed Sherrif 

 

Texas Instruments and the Department of Science and Technology (DST) recently concluded the Texas Instruments 

India Innovation Challenge. 15,380 students, pursuing undergraduate, postgraduate & Doctoral degrees with at 

engineering colleges across the country participated in the challenge. 

 

33 college teams made it to the semifinals with some particularly interesting innovations! From one of the 

showcased innovations was a product to help in the early detection of lung cancer. 

 

Geerthy T, P Rama Surekha and Vishal Kumar Upadhyay from the National Institute of Technology, Tiruchirappalli, 

explained the workings of the product to The New Indian Express. The students said, “Exhaled breath is taken to a 

chamber with sensors which can detect volatile organic compounds like toluene, alcohols and carbon monoxide which 

indicate the presence of lung cancer.” 

 

The volatile organic compounds (VOCs) exhaled by humans are considered to be a valuable source of information 

about the condition of the body. Exhaled breath is the re-emission of the inhaled air after the subtraction of the oxygen 

necessary to life. Exhaled air is further enriched by compounds captured at the tissue-air interface all along the 

respiratory tract. 

 

Most of these compounds are metabolic products, so the exhaled breath may contain footprints of cellular activities. 

And as for diagnosing lung cancer, they would have a particular footprint that would aid in the identification of the 

disease. 

 

Explaining the need for an early detection system, Geerthy T said, “If lung cancer is detected at later stages, the 
chance of succumbing to it in five years is 85 per cent.” 

 

Early detection will prevent this as proper treatment, and medication can be administered in time. Geerthy concluded, 

“In India, lung cancer detector tests are expensive and reach up to Rs 50,000, but this product could give you early 
detection at a much cheaper price of few thousands.” 

(Edited by Shruti Singhal) 
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TI Challenge puts spotlight on students’ lung cancer 
detector 
The challenge saw participation by 15,380 students this year, up from 11,000 students in the first 

edition. 

 

Students from University Visvesvaraya College of Engineering with their product at the 2nd Texas Instruments India Innovation Challenge contest, on 

Monday | NAGARAJA GADEKAL 

By Express News Service 

BENGALURU: A system to rapidly identify human blood type, a method for early detection of lung cancer and several 

other innovations were showcased by 33 college teams at the semi-finals of the 2nd Texas Instruments India Innovation 

Challenge design contest held on Monday. The challenge saw participation by 15,380 students this year, up from 

11,000 students in the first edition. Showcasing a product to help detect lung cancer early on, Geerthy T, P Rama 

Surekha and Vishal Kumar Upadhyay from the National Institute of Technology, Tiruchirapalli explained the workings 

of the product. 

“Exhaled gas is taken to a chamber with sensors which can detect organic compounds like toluene, alchohols and 

carbon monoxide which indicate the presence of lung cancer,” the students said. Explaining the need for an early 
detection system, Geerthy T said, “If lung cancer is detected at later stages, the 

chance of succumbing to it in five years is 85 per cent. 

Early detection will prevent that. In India, lung cancer detector tests are expensive and reach up to K50,000 but this 

product could give you early detection at a much cheaper price of few thousands.” Another innovation in the medical 

field which was showcased is the Rapid Portable Blood Group Identification System designed by Atanu Debnath, 

Kingshuk Khare and Saraf Aniket Akshay from IISc. 

This product, when installed in ambulances, will detect the blood group of the accident victim right there and send the 

result to the concerned hospital so that precious time is not wasted when the victim reaches the hospital. if the blood 

is not available, the hospital can arrange for it in the meantime the victim reaches 

the hospital. Saraf Aniket Akshay says, “In India, after road accidents happen a significant amount of time is wasted 
to reach hospital and then the patients blood group is detected only after he reaches the hospital. We wanted to change 

that. The product is a mix of analog and digital components and based on the property of reactivity of blood with 

antibodies. A simple blood test in India costs about `2,500 but this product only needs the slide which costs a mere 

`4.” Many other students from institutes like Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad, BITS Pilani Goa campus, NIT 

Warangal and others took part in the event. Another semi-final will be held on June 9 at Amity University, Noida and 

the results for both the semi-finals will be declared on June 15. 
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Javadekar says Smart India Hackathon 2018 in line with ‘Make in 
India’ initiative of PM 
Written By: Oneindia Staff       Published: Monday, June 11, 2018, 20:51 [IST] 

New Delhi: Union Human Resource Development Ministry along with AICTE, Persistent Systems, i4C and IIT 

Kharagpur will host the Grand Finale of Smart India Hackathon, 2018 - Hardware edition from June 18 to June 22, 

2018. 

 
Union Minister for Human Resource Development Prakash Javadekar said that the SIH2018 - Hardware edition was 

first such innovative initiative to provide national platform to young technical minds of India to showcase their 

innovations and creative products which can bring out revolutionary changes in crucial sectors like agriculture, health, 

clean water, waste management, automotive, smart communication, and education. The Hardware edition is the sub-

edition of SIH2018. 

Javadekar said that Smart India Hackathon 2018 is in line with the 'Make in India' initiative of Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and was proving to be an important vehicle for scouting new ideas and help them convert them into products and 

businesses. 

He further informed that for Hardware Hackathon, 4362 team ideas were received with participation from 50000+ 

students across 752+ technical institutions. shortlisted to compete under the 10 themes in the SIH2018 Hardware 

edition Grand Finale. 

Javadekar explained that the Grand Finale will be a five-day event and will take place simultaneously at 10 

prestigious institutions (Nodal centers) across India - IIT Kanpur (Drones theme), IIT Kharagpur (Agriculture theme), 

IIT Guwahati (Rural Technology theme), CEERI Pilani (Smart Communication theme), CSIO Chandigarh (Healthcare 

theme), IISc Bengaluru (Smart Vehicles theme), IIT Roorkee (Clean 

water theme), NIT Trichy (Waste Management theme), COEP Pune (Security theme), and Forge Coimbatore (Import 

Substitution theme). 

Grand Finale will be judged by industry experts and investors. The top three teams under each theme will stand to win 

cash prizes - Rs 1,00,000/- to Winning team, Rs 75,000/- to First Runner up team and Rs 50,000/- to Second Runner 

up team. They may also get support from investors who are willing to invest in the products and make them market 

ready. 

The ministry is also working closely with the department of science and technology to explore the possibility of hand 

holding the winning teams for creating start-ups with the support from various technology Business incubators (TBIs) 

across India. Attempts are also being made to explore new avenues of additional funding post Grand Finale for some 

of the most promising innovations. 
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NITT to host Smart India Hardware Hackathon 2018 
 

TIRUCHI, JUNE 13, 2018 00:00 IST 

UPDATED: JUNE 13, 2018 04:40 IST 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

 

National Institute of Technology - Tiruchi (NITT) will be hosting the Smart India Hardware Hackathon 

2018 of the Ministry of Human Resource Development, later this month, on the theme 'Waste 

Management'. 

 

During the five-day mega event from June 18 to 22, seven short-listed teams of engineering students will 

be enabled by mentors from NITT to develop prototypes for innovative solutions. The winning team will 

be awarded Rs. 1 lakh, and the first runner-up and second runner-up teams will receive Rs. 75,000 and Rs. 

50,000 respectively. 

 

Teams presenting the best projects will be facilitated to initiate start-ups compatible with industry 

incubators and be provided with marketing support under the initiative to identify new and disruptive 

digital technology innovations for solving the challenges faced by our country. 

 

The NITT is one of the 10 nodal centres in the country to host the grand finale of the event that will also 

witness participation of local industries and incubation centres. After the successful maiden run in 2017 

when Software Hackathon was conducted, the Hardware Hackathon has been added this year. 

 

At the national-level 5,000 entries on eleven themes: smart communication, healthcare, clean water, agro-

electronics, waste management, smart vehicles, technologies for rural development, education, drones and 

robotics, security and surveillance, and import substitution, were scrutinised by an expert evaluation 

committee chaired by the Director, IIT, Kharagpur. 

 

Over 150 short-listed teams will be working for five straight days and build their hardware solutions as a 

working prototype. 

 

As one of the premier engineering institutions of India, the NITT ranked best among NITs and twelfth 

among all technical institutions in the country and ranking high also in patent applications and publication 

of research as well, will be utilising the expertise of its technical clubs and facilities such as SCIEnT, 

formed to develop independent projects, for conduct of the Hackathon and arrive at breakthroughs, a press 

release said. 

 

For participating teams, more details on the event will be made available over phone by Samson Mathew, 

Dean - Students Welfare and event Chairman (9486001163, 9443176759) and M. Bhaskar, Professor, 

Department of Electronics and Communication Engineering, NITT, and event coordinator (9443314616). 
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NIT-T’s innovative bid to find ‘value from waste’ 
Six teams comprising 35 young innovators worked on a prototype on the theme ‘Value from waste’ at the grand 
finale of Smart India Hackathon 2018 at NIT, Tiruchy on Monday.  

 

NIT, Tiruchy Director Dr Mini Shaji Thomas interacts with one of the team memebrs on Monday 

Thiruchirapalli: 

HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar, who inaugurated the event from New Delhi via video conferencing, said, “India has 
missed the industrial revolution; we cannot afford to miss the digital and AI revolutions. This is India’s time and we 
have to make the paradigm shift from jugaad to real innovation as a habit.” The hardware edition of Hackathon 2018 

is the largest inter-institutional competition from which the next Google or Tesla-like idea will emerge, the minister 

added.  

At the opening of the event, Director Dr Mini Shaji Thomas highlighted the appropriateness of Tiruchy as the nodal 

centre for the waste management project as the Corporation has successfully executed several initiatives through 

public-private participation. In his inaugural address, Tiruchy Corporation Commissioner N Ravichandran placed on 

record the ruling of the Supreme Court that made waste management a responsibility of every citizen.  

Present at the event were Dr Partha P Chakrabarti, Director, IIT, Kharagpur, who greeted the contesting teams as 

Chairman of Hackathon, 2018, Dr Anand Deshpande, Chairman of Persistent Systems, Professor Anil Sahasrabudhe, 

Chairman, AICTE, and R Subramanyam, Secretary, MHRD. Dr Abhay Jere, organising secretary, SIHH, proposed the 

vote of thanks.  

The six teams from across the country exhibited different project ideas and their prototype working models which was 

to be evaluated by a panel of experts from institutions and industry. 

Focused on the Government of India’s Swachh Bharat Mission, the notable projects included an automatic drainage 

cleaning system and self-powered biogas plant with solar tracking, among others. 
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Celebrating Yoga Day

School and college students, government servants and people of all ages stretched their limbs to practice asanas at 

public demonstrations, workshops and lectures on yoga held across the central districts to mark the International Day 

of Yoga on Thursday. Sessions on yoga and meditation were organised by various government agencies, educational 

institutions and service organisations across the districts. 

The National Institute of Technology, Tiruchi, which had launched a week-long yoga classes for its students and 

staff ahead of the Yoga Day, announced plans to conduct regular yoga classes throughout the year for all students, 

staff and their family members. It has also planned to organise an all India NIT Yoga Championship every year, a 

press release from the institute said. 

The NIT, Puducherry, at Karaikal conducted district-level yoga competitions for school students and prizes were 

awarded to the winners. The Bharathidasan University observed the day with training sessions on yoga and 

meditation. The Tiruchi Corporation sought to promote the concept of Clean and Healthy Tiruchi at a public 

demonstration of yoga organised at the Uzhavar Sandhai grounds at Thennur in the morning. 

More than 2,500 students and NCC cadets from schools in BHEL Township performed yoga postures under the 

supervision of teachers. Yoga sessions were also conducted for a cross section of employees and members of BHEL 

Community Centre Ladies Club. 

Yoga sessions were organised by the Tiruchi Railway Division at the Zonal Railway Training Institute and at Diesel 

Shed, Golden Rock, Diesel Traction Training Centre, Golden Rock, Railway Hospital, Golden Rock, Villupuram and 

Thanjavur railway stations. Yoga demonstrations were held at The South Zone Culture Centre in Thanjavur. The 

centre had joined hands with the Education Department to host a demonstration for school students. Indian Air Force 

personnel too practised asanas at the Air Force Station in Thanjavur. 
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Trichy soaks in yoga day celebrations 

 
The International Yoga Day was celebrated widely across the city with multiple awareness programmes on 

Thursday. Most of the events were aimed at propagating the physical and mental health benefits of 

practising yoga. 

Early in the morning, Trichy Corporation conducted ‘yogathon’ on Uzhavar Sandhai ground at Anna 
Nagar. During the event, a team of yoga practitioners from Mansa Yoga Studio performed ‘108 Surya 
Namaskar’. They also taught basic yoga techniques to almost 1000 people. Corporation commissioner N 
Ravichandran was also present at the event.  

Similarly, yoga awareness drives were also conducted at several schools and colleges in the city. The NSS 

cell of Bharathidasan University (BDU) in association with the Centre for Swami Vivekananda Studies and 

Centre for Spirituality and Yogic Sciences conducted an awareness rally followed by a training 

prorgamme. During the event, BDU vice-chancellor P Manisankar spoke about how yoga integrates body, 

mind and soul. 

NSS, NCC and department of physical education of Holy Cross College (Autonomous) conducted yoga 

demonstration programme in which around 3000 students participated. Deputy inspector-general of police, 

Trichy range, R Lalitha Lakshmi, who was the chief guest at the event, said that maximum number of 

crimes in the society is due to the inability to handle the emotions and one should practice yoga which 

would help control emotion. 

National Institute of Technology – Trichy (NIT-T) organised a yoga demonstration programme for the 

faculty, staff, students and residential members of NITT. Director of the institution Mini Shaji Thomas 

emphasised the importance of yoga for strengthening the mental and physical ability and reduces stress. 

In another yoga demonstration programme held at Alpha Group of Institutions, over 3000 students 

participated. 
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Nagpur team wins Hardware Hackathon at NIT-T for 

unique garbage picker machine 
 
TNN | Jun 23, 2018, 01.05 AM IST 

 

Trichy: The student team from G H Raisoni College of Engineering in Nagpur, which designed a prototype 

of a unique garbage picker machine, was declared winners at the Grand Finale of Smart India Hardware 

Hackathon 2018 (SIHH-2018) on Friday conducted at National Institute of Technology – Trichy (NITT). 

 

They were awarded a cash prize of Rs 1 lakh at the SIHH-2018 valedictory function. Chief executive officer 

of Rane TRW Steering Systems, G Parthiban, was invited as the guest of honour for the valedictory event, 

while executive director of Dalmia Cement Bharat Ltd, R A Krishnakumar was invited as the chief guest. 

 

The team, ‘The Gladiators’ comprising Nihal Wargantiwar, Mahesh Shende, Ayush Raut, Anshul 

chinchalkar and Nitin Parshuramkar presented a prototype of a garbage collecting machine based only on 

mechanical system and having capacity to collect 20–30 kg of waste at a time. 

 

Team Slick of students from TECHNO India NJR Institute of Technology in Rajasthan won the second prize 

and were awarded Rs 75,000 cash for designing a prototype of ‘slurry and plastic brick’, while the third prize 

of Rs 50,000 was awarded to the team ‘Water Cops’ of students from Moradavad Institue of Technology, for 

coming up with a prototype of ‘Smart Wash Bin’. 

 

The other three teams that made to the finals were Team Lokmanya from Jain College of Engineering, which 

came up with a ‘Self-powered biogas plant with solar tracing’, team ‘Logistics’ from Vardhaman College in 

Hyderabad, which came up with ‘Automatic drainage cleaning system and team ‘Electical Levelers’ from 

Kuppam Engineering College in Andhra Pradesh, which devised ‘Smart drainage cleaning system’. 

With an aim to nurture innovation among youngsters, NIT-T director Mini Shaji Thomas, Parthiban and 

Krishnakumar announced Rs 10,000 by each for the teams that didn’t win the top three positions. As a result, 

the three other teams were awarded a cash prize of Rs 30,000 each. 
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Nagpur team wins hackathon 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

TIRUCHI, JUNE 24, 2018 00:00 IST 

UPDATED: JUNE 24, 2018 04:16 IST 

 

The team from G. H. Raisoni College of Engineering, Nagpur, which designed a prototype of a unique 

garbage picker machine, was declared the winner at the grand finale of Smart India Hardware Hackathon 

2018 which concluded at National Institute of Technology – Tiruchi (NITT) on Friday. 

 

‘The Gladiators,’ team from the college comprising Nihal Wargantiwar, Mahesh Shende, Ayush Raut, 

Anshul Chinchalkar and Nitin Parshuramkar presented a prototype of a garbage collecting machine based 

only on mechanical system and having a capacity to collect 20–30 kg of waste at a time. They won the first 

prize with a cash reward of Rs. 1 lakh. 

 

Team Slick comprising students of Techno India NJR Institute of Technology, Rajasthan, won the second 

prize and were awarded Rs. 75,000 cash for designing a prototype of ‘slurry and plastic brick’, while the 

third prize of Rs. 50,000 was awarded to the team ‘Water Cops’ from Moradabad Institute of Technology 

for coming up with a prototype of ‘Smart Wash Bin’. 

 

The other three teams that made to the finals were Team Lokmanya from Jain College of Engineering, which 

came up with a ‘Self-powered biogas plant with solar tracing’, Team ‘Logistics’ from Vardhaman College 

in Hyderabad, which came up with ‘Automatic drainage cleaning system and team ‘Electrical Levellers’ 

from Kuppam Engineering College in Andhra Pradesh, which devised ‘Smart drainage cleaning system’. 

 

The Ministry of Human Resource Development was working closely with the Department of Science and 

Technology to explore the possibility of hand-holding the winning teams into becoming startups with the 

support from Technology Business incubators. 
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Welding education centre set up 
 

TIRUCHI, JUNE 26, 2018 00:00 IST 

UPDATED: JUNE 26, 2018 05:08 IST 

 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

 

The National Institute of Technology-Tiruchi has launched Welding Education Research 

and Management (WERAM), a Centre established as part of an Indo-U.K. project at its 

Department of Metallurgical and Materials Engineering. 

 

The project titled ‘Application of multi-scale modeling for dissimilar welding and 

improving graduate employability in India through eLearning’ is funded by The Royal 

Academy of Engineering, London. 

 

The inauguration of WERAM marked the culmination of a five-day workshop on 

‘Advancements in Welding Technology’ (AWT-2018). 

 

The centre plans to organise three short-term training programmes during 2018-19. 

Collection of video lectures on topics related to welding is also maintained on the website 

http://weldelearning.nitt.edu/ as resource material to serve the extended community. 
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Reporting process for admissions to IITs, NITs, IIITs other 

institutes begins at NIT -Trichy 

TRICHY: The first round of reporting for admissions to IITs, NITs, IIITs and other 

government-funded technical institutes began at National Institute of Technology – Trichy 

(NIT-T), which is one of the reporting centres, on Thursday. 

According to a press release from NIT-T, among the candidates who have secured the top 

1000 ranks in joint entrance examination (mains), around 25 have opted for NIT-T, as per 

the first round of allotment by the Joint Seat Allocation Authority (JoSAA). 

The reporting process is the acceptance of the seat by the students at one of the above-

mentioned institutions allotted to them. 

At NIT-T, 831 seats would be filled through JoSAA for B Arch and nine B Tech 

programmes. The ministry of human resource development (MHRD) set up JoSAA to 

manage and regulate the seat allocation for BE, B Techand B Arch and other programmes at 

IITs, NITs, IIITs and other government-funded technical institutes. The admission for these 

courses in these institutes is conducted through a single platform, and it is completely an 

online process. 

The first round of seat allotment result was announced on June 27. The students, who were 

allotted seats in the first round, should report to any of the reporting centres from June 28 to 

July 2. 
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NIT-T: seat allotment process begins 

 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
TIRUCHI, JUNE 29, 2018 00:00 IST 

UPDATED: JUNE 29, 2018 05:16 IST 

 
The process of issuing seat confirmation letters to newly-admitted first-year B.Tech candidates began at the 

National Institute of Technology-Tiruchi (NIT-T) on Thursday. C. Natarajan, Director (in-charge), NIT-T, 

handed over the first seat confirmation letter to M. Sangavi for B.Tech, Electrical and Electronics 

Engineering in the presence of C. Nagamani, Dean - Academic. 

After the result of the first round of seat allotment was announced on Wednesday, candidates were instructed 

to report at the reporting centres on Thursday. As per the allotment, 25 students in top 1,000 in JEE (Main) 

have opted for NIT-T, ranked top among NITs in the country. 

In NIT-T, 831 seats will be filled up through JoSSA (Joint Seat Allocation Authority): 50% each for home 

State (Tamil Nadu) and other States. Out of the total seats, 132 are reserved for female-only category. 

The JoSSA was constituted by the Ministry of Human Resource Development to manage and regulate seat 

allocation for B.E. (12,079 seats), B.Tech. (18,620), B.Arch. (4,023 seats), and other programmes (4,703 

seats) for admissions into 23 IITs, 31 NITs, 23 IIITs and 23 other government funded technical institutions. 

Seven rounds of centralised counselling are to be carried out for seat allotment. 
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CEDI shortlists two business ideas for seed funding 
By: K Sambath Kumar 

 

TRICHY: The Centre for Entrepreneurship Development and Incubation (CEDI) under the National Institute 

of Technology, Trichy, (NIT-T) has shortisted two innovative business projects for seed funding by the 

department of electronics and IT, Government of India. 

The project ‘Trash'n'Cash’ and ‘Fixyard’ will get 25 lakh seed funding. CEDI has already incubated 10 

innovative businesses in diverse areas in the last three years. 

Out of the 17 business models in IT/Electronics – SMAC (Social, Mobile, Analytics and Cloud) areas that 

were received for seed funding, two ventures were selected through a two-stage process. 

Trash'n'Cash was proposed by Recubitech private limited - a tech-driven start-up initiative by a group of 

young entrepreneurs. 

The initiative aims to collect different types of recyclable wastes, e-waste, etc. directly from households and 

reward users with either cashback or discount vouchers. 

“The project aims at solving India’s ever-growing solid waste by tackling the problem at source,” said 

Saravanan, promoter of Recubitech. Fixyard proposes to provide online solutions to automobile after-sales 

service and bring to the customers’ doorstep. Mechanics from the unorganized sector are converted from just 

self-employed mechanics to micro-entrepreneurs under the programme. 

The company focuses on organizing the unorganized sector in automobile after-sales service through 

standardization, unique brand identity and process innovation. 

Director of NIT-T Mini Shaji Thomas said that CEDI is presently focusing on ventures in the IT & 

Electronics domain. It plans to support ventures in other areas such as defense, automobiles, agriculture, 

Smart Cities, among others. 

“CEDI shall focus on the entire value chain of innovation and entrepreneurship development,” said director 

G Kannabiran, adding that it will include entrepreneurship development programmes for graduates and 

women, awareness camps and faculty development programmes. 

“In addition, we have submitted proposal to set up a technology enabling centre to provide incubation–ready 

technologies through research and development. CEDI shall also support faculty startups as per the strategic 

plan,” he said. 
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NIT-T chooses two proposals for seed-funding 

 
The projects have been chosen through a two-stage process 
Centre for Entrepreneurship Development and Incubation (CEDI), NIT, Tiruchi, has chosen two out of 17 project 

proposals received from prospective entrepreneurs to provide seed funding and incubation support. Supported by 

Department of Electronics and IT of the Union Government and Sonata Software Ltd., the projects, chosen through a 

two-stage process, are to be provided with seed funding of Rs. 25 lakh each. CEDI is presently working on a three-

year strategic plan, targeting 50 ventures by then. It will extend its focus from IT and Electronics domain to areas such 

as defence, automobiles, agriculture, and Smart Cities, Mini Shaji Thomas, Director NIT,Tiruchi, and CEO, CEDI, 

said on Thursday, after handing over the approval certificates to the two start-up applicants. NIT-T, she said, has also 

associated with National Entrepreneurship Network to offer an open elective course on Entrepreneurship and New 

Business Development through blended learning approach. One of the two start-ups, Recubitech Private Limited, 

envisages harnessing technology to solve pollution caused by plastic materials in Tiruchi city. The project titled 

“Trash'n'Cash” in Tiruchi involves using a mobile application to collect recyclable waste, e-waste and other waste 

materials directly from households and rewarding subscribing households and commercial establishments with cash 

backs or discount vouchers that can be redeemed at specific outlets and online stores or utilised for mobile recharges. 

The collected plastic and scrap materials will be processed and supplied to various industries to manufacture new 

products using recycled waste, say Saravanan, the promoter of Recubitech, an IT solutions entrepreneur with over 17 

years of experience, and Sivaguru, co- promoter. The other start-up, Fixyard Technology Solutions Pvt., Ltd., will 

adopt an innovative technology-enabled process to provide online automobile after-sales services, with the promise of 

quality and transparency to the customer’s doorstep. The company's will focus on organising the unorganised 

automobile after-sales services shops through a process of standardisation, unique brand identity and process 

innovation. The self-employed mechanics will be transformed into micro-entrepreneurs. G. Kannabiran, Director 

CEDI, said the centre will focus on the value chains of innovation and entrepreneurship development, through 

motivational training programs for graduates and women, awareness camps, and faculty development programmes. 

The NIT-T has submitted a proposal to set up a Technology enabling Centre to provide incubation–ready technologies 

through research and development. CEDI will also support faculty start-ups as per the strategic plan, Prof. Kannabiran 

said. 
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