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NIT Trichy to get ‘Third i’ computer centre 

tnn | Nov 8, 2019, 04.21 AM IST 

Trichy: The National Institute of Technology (NIT) Trichy will open a new computer 

centre - ‘Third i’ - with state-of-the-art facilities, for its faculty and students. 

The centre will be inaugurated by Kris Gopalakrishnan, former executive vice-president of 

Infosys and chairman, Axilor Ventures on Monday. 

 

The Third i, which is the third computer centre in the institute, is housed in the new 

annexure building of the main computer centre, Octagon. The new facility has four big labs 

each with 132 high-end computers, a conference hall, two seminar halls and a meeting 

room. 

 

“Our vision is to maintain at least 10,000 systems on the campus in the next five years. 

This would eventually result in state-of-the-art computing facilities at the institute on a par 

with universities around the world,” director of NIT, Mini Shaji Thomas said. 

 

“With a professional research and development centre, it is possible to bring out software 

which can be commercialized and significantly added to the internal revenue generation,” 

she added. 

 

The existing Octagon centre serves the campus-wide LAN to about 6,500 users using both 

wired and wireless networks. It has a 10 Gbps fibre optic backbone interconnecting the 

departments/buildings. It also acts as a resource centre to supplement classroom 

instructions with laboratory sessions. 

 

The Octagon and another annexure ‘TwinNet’ together accommodate the central 

computing facility, including a server room with more than 40 high-end servers and seven 

laboratories (five labs in Octagon building and two in the TwinNet building). The two 

centres together have 400 high-end computers. Also, the Octagon accommodates a library 

and a printer room. 
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“Third i” has been inaugurated today by Padma Bhushan Sri Kris 

Gopalakrishnan 

 “Third i” has been inaugurated by Padma Bhushan Sri Kris Gopalakrishnan, Co-founder & Former 

Executive Vice-President, Infosys and current Chairman, Axilor Ventures in the presence of Dr.Mini Shaji 

Thomas, Director, National Institute of Technology, Tiruchirappalli. 

“Third i” will house 4 big labs, each lab with 132 numbers of high-end All-In-One computers (totally 

528 high-end computer systems), a conference hall, two seminar halls, a meeting room, a server room, 

UPS room, maintenance rooms, staff rooms, etc. These labs will be open 24 x 7 and would be used by 

B.Tech., M.Tech. students, M.S., and PhD research scholars for their regular laboratory classes, to 

supplement the classroom lectures, and to carry out their projects, and to develop their professional skills. 

“Third i” would evoke several positive moods and vibrations about knowledge (in Sanskrit “gnana 

netram”) and next generation’s “i” deas, “i”intelligence, “i” information, “i” internet and so on. 

 

NIT-T is connected to the Internet via 2.5 Gbps fiber connectivity. Of this 1 Gbps is provided by 

National Informatics Centre (NIC) using Railnet as a part of National Knowledge Network (NKN), 

another 1 Gbps is provided by Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd (BSNL) as a part of National Mission on 

Education through Information & Communication Technology (NME-ICT) and 512 Mbps (1:1) leased 

line is provided by Software Technology Park of India (STPi). Network security is provided through UTM 

appliance and Email Security appliances. 

Currently, Wi-Fi facility is available at all the 27 Student Hostels using 600 Wireless Access Points 

(WAP) to enable students to access the Internet and Intranet from their laptops. Apart from this Wi-Fi is 

available at Guest House, T&P, Library, Admin block, Deans Block, Dean Academic Office, Lecture Hall 

Complex, LYCEUM, OJAS, IT Center, Hostel Office, Shopping Complex, Hospital. 

There are about 220 switches, located in 34 different buildings and 27 hostels. Network expansion still 

continues and work is on for making the campus Wi-Fi by deploying more number of Access Points. 
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Library & Printer Room 

The Computer Center Library has a collection of 5819 books & manuals, 3639 Software CDs, & Journals, 

and 200 Project Reports. 

The printer room is equipped with a Network High-Speed Laser Printer for and Students. An A3 High- 

Speed Mono Laser Printer and an A4 Mono Laser Printer have been installed. 

 

A/C Units and UPS 

All the laboratories are provided with centralized Air conditioning units. All the Computer systems and 

servers are connected with 180 KVA modular ups power backups which provide 24 x 7 hours of 

uninterruptible operation. 

Computer Support Group (CSG) 

This computer centre is maintained by the Computer Support Group (CSG). The CSG consists of a 

professionally qualified and skilled team of Technical Officers, Hardware, CAD/CAM, Software, 

Network Engineers, Data Entry Operators, Computer Operators, ad-hoc System Trainees and onsite 

engineers. There are about 1700 concurrent systems, and on an average, every day about 25+ service calls 

are attended by the trainees. The activities inside the laboratories in the CSG are completely monitored 

security cameras. 

In addition to the above, the CSG undertakes 

• Updating of the website on a daily basis, developing a portal for recruitment, etc 

•All the purchases of computers and related IT items for the entire Institute are made available through the 

rate contract arrived at by the CSG. 

•For all the Lecture Hall during teaching activity, the CSG provides Audio and Video facility. Video 

conferences are also arranged for national level students’ symposia, Conferences, Workshops and other 

GoI /MHRD initiated meetings. 

•Offer specialized training programmes to various organizations including BHEL, OFT, TNEB, HAPP, 

High Energy Batteries India Ltd., SBI, IOB, CB, SBT, PWD, Govt. School teachers and so on. 

The OCTAGON – was the first Computer Center opened in 1990-91 is the sterling hallmark of this 

campus. This centre serves the campus-wide LAN to about 7500 users across the campus (using both 

wired and wireless networks). It has a 10 Gbps fibre optic backbone interconnecting the 

departments/buildings. It also acts as a resource centre to supplement classroom instructions with 

laboratory sessions. The Octagon has the central computing facilities, including a server room with 40+ 

high-end servers and 6 laboratories with totally 200 high-end computers. Also, the 

Octagon accommodates a Library, a Printer Room, and Centralized A/C Units. The LAN has been 

designed with a Full-duplex Gigabit Ethernet backbone offering an aggregate bandwidth of 10 Gbps 

between different Switches using Single-mode fibre. 

The TwinNet was the second Computer Center opened in 2006 it has two labs each with 99 computer 

systems (with totally 198 computers). It is used exclusively by the students for their C, C++ Programming, 

and Engineering drawing courses. 

 

 11th November 2019 
6 



  

 

 

 

 

 
NIT-T to offer incubation facility to alumni start-up 

Entrepreneurs 

The National Institute of Technology-Tiruchi (NIT-T) will be incubating an innovative start-up venture, 

Trawello Healthcare, by its alumni at its Centre for Entrepreneurship Development and Incubation 

(CEDI), a hub for promising entrepreneurs with workable business ideas. 

Promoted by two alumni members of the 1998 batch, Dusmant Kumar Pati and Shrinath 

Honavalli, with rich expertise in the field, Trawello provides tech-based health screening for school kids 

with a vision to build ‘Healthy India’ through HealthyKID programme 

(www.healthykid.in). 

 

Mr. Dusmant Kumar Pati worked in multiple MNCs such as Cisco and Redhat before setting up his first 

healthcare startup  Getmymedicine.in, which he sold off, while Shrinath Honnavalli, who has an 

executive management certificate in healthcare from IIM Bangalore, has worked in companies such as 

Cisco and HPE. 

 

With a mandate to support start-ups by offering workspace and funding, CEDI’s incubation facility has a 

capacity to accommodate 10 start-ups. The co-working space has desks, Internet, electricity, Wi-Fi, 

cafeteria, lounge, meeting room, and parking conveniences. 

 

The Incubator analyses challenges of individual start-ups and then support them without increasing their 

risk, by drawing on the expertise of experienced professionals, M. Umapathy, Dean (Research and 

Consultancy), NIT-T, said. 

 

The CEDI- NITT incubator is designed to promote start-ups in Internet, mobile and software technology 

domains and Healthcare, Energy, agriculture, space and manufacturing sector at large, he added. 

The incubator, in future, will generate funds specifically to support investments in start-ups with 

promising potential by alumni, NIT-T Director Mini Shaji Thomas said. 

 

Though there are numerous business incubators and start-up communities, the success rate of start-up 

entrepreneurs is still extremely low. To sustain their entrepreneurial journey, they require genuine 

support, which the NIT-T will provide, she said. 

 

Mr. Umapathy can be contacted for more details on the start-up eco system in NIT-T campus over phone 

9486001112 or email: deanrc@nitt.edu. 
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Setback in IT sector temporary, says Infosys co-founder 

 

Terming the setback in the IT sector in India as a temporary phenomenon due to economic 

slowdown at global level, Kris Gopalakrishnan, co-founder of Infosys, on Monday sought to assure that 

the economic cycle would turn for the better. 

 

"The IT industry itself is financially strong and capable. There is no planned layoffs in the IT sector. But 

performance-related separations are inevitable in the competitive scenario. But even those sent out find 

jobs within the sector owing to their experience,” Mr. Kris Gopalakrishnan told mediapersons after 

inaugurating Third-i, the new computer centre at National Institute of Technology-Tiruchi. 

 

NASSCOM had estimated creation of two lakh jobs this year. Out of the 185 billion dollars 

revenue earned by the IT sector, 130 to 140 billion dollars were generated from exports, 

providing good exchange and employment. India holds the leadership in IT services and 

application fields, he said. 

 

Mr. Kris Gopalakrishnan, who is also the current chairman of Axilor Ventures, said there was vast scope 

for strengthening the start-up eco system in Tiruchi by leveraging the presence of NIT-T and BHEL. 

 

High tech labs 

Mini Shaji Thomas, Director, NITT, said Third i would house four big labs, each with 132 highend all-

in-one computers, a conference hall, two seminar halls, a meeting room, a server room, and other 

features. 

 

The laboratories would be open 24 x 7 to B. Tech., M. Tech. students, M.S., and Ph.D research scholars 

for their regular lab classes to supplement classroom lectures, and to carry out their projects and develop 

their professional skills, she added. 
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Slowdown in IT industry only temporary: Kris 

Gopalakrishnan 

 

Trichy: Saying that the slowdown in the IT industry is temporary, Kris Gopalakrishnan, 

co-founder & former executive vicepresident, Infosys said that the demand will come 

back because the industry is strong and financially capable. 

He was speaking on the sidelines of the inauguration of ‘Third I’, the third computer 

centre of NIT-Trichy. The centre is housed in the new annexure building of the main 

computer centre Octagon. 

Asked about layoffs in the IT industry, he said that the slowdown is triggered by global 

market slowdown due to multiple reasons. The industry is estimated to recruit two lakh 

people this year. Even the present scenario, he said companies in cities such as Trichy, 

Coimbatore and Madurai are doing well. 

“Third I’ will house four big labs, each with 132 high-end all-In-One computers (totally 

528 high-end computer systems), a conference hall, two seminar halls, a meeting room, a 

server room, UPS room, maintenance rooms, and staff rooms, etc. 

These labs will be open round-the-clock and would be used by B.Tech, M.Tech students, 

MS, and PhD research scholars for their regular laboratory classes, to supplement the 

classroom lectures, to carry out their projects and to develop their professional skills. 
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New machine to clean bus stand 

Kathelene Antony 

NIT-T students have developed a street vacuum cleaner 
 

A street vacuum cleaner developed by students of the National Institute of Technology-

Tiruchi (NIT-T) has been deployed at the Central Bus Stand, say officials. 

A 13-member team of NIT-T had developed the cost-effective vacuum cleaner after 

studying the state-of-the-art machine worth ₹60 lakh, purchased by the Greater Chennai 

City Corporation. The machine consists of a turbine, which creates a vacuum, and an 

eight-inch pipe connecting the turbine to a plate, which covers a bin, which will hold the 

waste. 

From the plate, another five-inch pipe protrudes out and onto the main suction point. The 

length of the five-inch pipe is two metres and due to its flexible nature, can be moved 

around. Muni Kumar, technical head, Designers’ Consortium, the product designing club 

which made the cleaner, said: “It can be mounted on any truck and used for removal of 

garbage from streets. We promised a cost-efficient and power-efficient solution to 

corporation officials when we took up the challenge and have delivered as the cost of the 

entire set-up including trial-and-error cost us ₹90,000. In case of mass-production, it 

would be around ₹50,000,” he said. 

The product was conceived and funded by the batch of 1983, led by Richard Sekar, 

Sagayaraj Benedict and T. Suresh, who guided and trained the team. The project had its 

start in ‘Immacula Tiruchi Hackathon’ organised by the student’s welfare office and 

Alumni Relations office of NIT-Tiruchi during September 2018 after the alumni, during a 

clean-up drive, noticed it was difficult to clean up roads in Tiruchi. 

S. Sivasubramanian, Tiruchi Corporation Commissioner, said that a test run was done at 

the Pudukottai bay of the bus stand on Tuesday. ‘The machine is being deployed on a 

trial basis and will be used to clean the bus stand. Based on its merits and demerits, if 

required, more such vacuum cleaners will be procured,’ he said. 
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NIT’s street vacuum cleaner to be used at Central bus stand 

tnn | Nov 20, 2019, 04.55 AM IST 

Trichy: The Trichy Corporation took out a trial run of the NIT-T designed low-cost street vacuum cleaner 

in Ponmalai zone on Tuesday, a day after TOI carried a report highlighting the inordinate delay in 

deploying it. 

The civic body on Tuesday earmarked a mini-load carrier to mount the street vacuum cleaner, which is 

powered by an impeller and petrol engine, to create vacuum for sucking litters and silt on roads. The 

device underwent a test run to clean Pudukkottai bay of the bus stand in the presence of Corporation 

Commissioner S Sivasubramanian. Representatives of NIT-T students’ group that designed the vacuum 

cleaner explained the utilities of the device to corporation workers. 

“If required more such low-cost street vacuum cleaner will be procured by the civic body to clean litters. 

We have planned to use the device exclusively for the central bus stand as the floating population here is 

high,” the corporation commissioner said. 

Compared to manual cleaning, sanitary officials said that the vacuum cleaner saves plenty of time. Though 

the corporation received the vacuum cleaner on September 1, it was kept locked up and unused for over 

two months. TOI had carried a report ‘Street vacuum cleaner yet to be put to use by corporation’ on 

November 18 highlighting the issue. 
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