


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
NITT invites applications from potential entrepreneurs 

For incubation support and funding of innovative businesses 

 

The Centre for Entrepreneurship Development and Incubation (CEDI), a Section 8 company promoted by 

National Institute of Technology, Tiruchi, has invited applications for its next round of incubation support 

and funding of innovative businesses in Information Technology/Electronics - SMAC areas. 

 

CEDI is implementing a project, Technological Incubation and Development of Entrepreneurs (TIDE), 

funded by Department of Electronics and Information Technology, Union Ministry of Communications and 

Information Technology, to promote start-up companies in the areas of ICT and electronics. It provides seed 

fund up to Rs. 25.00 lakh for technology-oriented innovative business ideas. Necessary mentoring and 

support for creating access to markets, augmenting managerial skills and patenting are provided by 

CEDI. 

 

The centre has already incubated 10 innovative businesses in diverse areas in the last three years. It has 

created a comprehensive entrepreneurial eco-system at NITT and enables young entrepreneurs to initiate 

technology start-up companies for commercial exploitation of technologies developed by them. 

 

Incubatee companies can access NIT-T’s infrastructure, department laboratories and other R&D resources 

of NITT for their product development purposes. They can also tap into the expertise of NITT students 

through internships. In addition to technical and managerial support, Sonata Software has committed 

significant funding to CEDI NITT to support technology business incubation under CEDI-Sonata 

partnership. 

 

Potential entrepreneurs including working professionals, faculty members, research scholars, and UG and 

PG Students can apply. The last date for receipt of application for the current round of funding is March 9.  
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NIT centre looks to incubate IT entrepreneurs 
TNN | Mar 3, 2018, 12.44 AM IST 

 

TRICHY: Centre for entrepreneurship development and incubation (CEDI) of NIT Trichy has opened up 

opportunities for incubation of innovative businesses by announcing seed funding of Rs 25 lakh for start-

ups. After having incubated 10 innovative businesses in diverse areas in the last three years, CEDI is now 

looking for ideas and business models in IT/Electronics – SMAC (Social, Mobile, Analytics and Cloud) areas 

for seed funding. 

 

March 9 has been fixed as the last date for potential entrepreneurs including working professionals, faculty, 

research scholars and UG and PG students to apply for the programme. While it will help early stage 

entrepreneurs engaged in growing innovative businesses, the idea is to reach out to a large section of potential 

entrepreneurs. Director of CEDI, a “section eight” company promoted by NIT Trichy, G Kannabiran, said 

that if someone had an idea and had no money to convert it into a product, they would get a seed fund of Rs 

25 lakh and office space. CEDI is to select up to four such entities for funding and mentor them apart from 

making R & D facilities of NIT Trichy accessible to them. “Since these small companies cannot afford to 
recruit employees and pay huge salary, we also provide NIT’s bright students as interns who can assist them 

in their work,” said Kannabiran. For each incubatee, they have formed a mentor team consisting of one of 

the faculty members from industry. An alumnus of the institution who was into business would help these 

early stage entrepreneur convert their business idea into marketable product. “Once they are successful and 

venture capitalist companies invest in their business, we will exit”, said Kannabiran. 
 

While 2 per cent of corporate tax should go towards corporate social responsibility (CSR), they could fund 

incubator setup in the centrally-funded institutions. Sonata software had committed significant funding to 

CEDI NIT Trichy to support technology business incubation under CEDI-Sonata partnership. 

 

Kannabiran said that CEDI had received a Rs 1.2 crore grant from Sonata software and funding from the 

ministry of information technology as well for the programme. “We either give loan or CEDI takes equity of 
the company. The interest from the equity would be used to fund more startups,” said Kannabiran. 
 

Speaking to TOI, Utsav Mathur, an NIT alumni and founder of a one-year-old virtual reality startup called 

‘Gmetri’ said that the programme was encouraging. “A new company like ours needs to have cash flow to 
get some attraction. Technical sessions with the mentor team give us insight into ways to move on and help 

get industry-specific details,” he said. 
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Pragyan showcases innovative technologies and products 

TIRUCHI, MARCH 04, 2018 00:00 IST 

UPDATED: MARCH 04, 2018 04:18 IST 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

The Golden Jubilee Convention Hall featuring awe-inspiring innovative products is a major attraction of 

Pragyan 2018, the ongoing techno-managerial festival in National Institute of Technology - Tiruchi, until 

March 4.   

Envisaged as a platform for curious minds to convert their inquisitiveness into brilliant technological 

innovations, models of select products were cynosure of all eyes. One such was the Hyperloop India, a 

prototype built by Indian students in accordance with the standards of Hyperloop One. The model was 

exhibited and people were introduced to the technology of high-speed pods. 

In Moov, a 3-D printed life-size robot, was also up for display. The robot was operated by an Xbox controller 

and spectators were drawn to it as the machine went about describing itself while moving its arms and fingers 

like any normal human being. And, there was the KalamSat, named in honour of the late A. P. J Abdul 

Kalam, the world’s lightest satellite, built by a team led by youngster Rifath Sharook.  

An array of exhibits by the Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre of the Indian Space Research Organisation 

(ISRO), Thiruvananthapuram, also gave visitors interesting insights into the world of space science and 

technology. There were also a number of student-made projects under the banner Sangam, describing the 

future of technology solutions towards ‘The Next Dimension’, the theme for Pragyan 18. The projects 

included a combined thresher and harvester, made by the Designer’s Consortium of NIT, Tiruchi.  

Another interesting project was an arrangement which included several mechanical, electrical and electronic 

concepts to make farming possible in any closed room. All farmers would need is an app that looks over all 

the parameters that are to be maintained at optimal levels to maximize yield from the closed environment.  

The festival was inaugurated by Padma Bhushan B.N. Suresh, former Director of Vikram Sarabhai Space 

Centre, in the presence of the Institute Director Mini Shaji Thomas on Thursday. 
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Former NSA justifies India’s stand on Maldives crisis 
 

 

 

Current situation does not warrant the country’s intervention: Shivshankar Menon 

 
Defending India's stand on Maldives crisis, former National Security Adviser Shivshankar Menon on 

Saturday said that the current situation did not warrant the country’s intervention. Delivering a guest lecture 

at Pragyan, the annual techno-managerial festival of National Institute of Technology, Tiruchi, Mr. Menon, 

who had also served as the Foreign Secretary, said there was a view that India should have interfered in 

solving the crisis in the Maldives. 

The current situation was not the same when India sent its troops to Maldives to neutralise the People 

Liberation Organisation of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE) to prevent an attempt to stage a coup against then President 

Maumoon Abdul Gayoom in 1988. Sensing danger, Gayoom had sought the intervention of countries such 

as India and the United States of America. 

“But, the current crisis is totally different. India can not take any decision in haste,” Mr. Menon said. Though 

former President Mohammed Nasheed had asked for India's intervention, Mr. Menon said the country had to 

study various aspects of the crisis. 

On China's rise, the former Foreign Secretary said that it had opened up new opportunities to create more 

friends. Some Asian countries, which were delaying bilateral trade agreements for long, had come to an 

understanding with India due to the rise of China. 

There was a balancing effect in international relations. Some might be good or bad for the country's interest. 

“We have to find which were good and make use of new opportunities in the changing environment,” he 
added. 
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Pragyan 2018 comes to a close 

 

Guest lectures covering a diverse range of topics were the highlight of the third day of Pragyan 2018, techno-

managerial festival at National Institute of Technology - Tiruchi, on Sunday. The first lecture by A. S. Ramasastri, 

formerly the Chief General Manager-in-charge of the Department of Information Technology at Reserve Bank of India, 

focussed on areas relating to cyber security, analytics, computing and payment systems. The second lecture by 

Bhargavi Nuvvula, vice-president of American Express Technology, India, was an elaborate presentation on the 

complexity of programming that goes behind implementing algorithms, and how things must be engineered to achieve 

artificial intelligence that can be compared to a human. The third lecture was by Robert Metcalfe, the co-inventor of 

the Ethernet, a renowned Electrical engineer, technology executive and venture capitalist. There were also sessions by 

Shivraj Morzaria, cardistry champion; Suhani Shah, leading life coach and author of 'Unleash Your Hidden Powers'; 

and Azeem Banatwalla, writer and stand-up comedian. During the course of the day, six finalists of Topographya, the 

technical treasure hunt of the Concreate cluster, scoured the vast campus of NIT for clues and hints. The event required 

the participants to solve problems involving principles of deduction and surveying. The final round of String Theory, 

the science-fiction event of Pragyan witnessed enthusiastic participants with formidable creative skills, weaving 

engrossing, intricate science fiction tales. The Marketing Hub Final round witnessed participating teams pitching their 

promotion ideas, simulating a field product launch with marketing, presentation and ideation at full force. Crime 

Busters that had participation of as many as 360 students in 120 teams required a mix of logical reasoning and ability 

to read between the lines by the participants who had to solve a mock case file. The event Contraption, under Core E 

Cluster initiated students into a chain of energy conversion steps in which one step triggers another leading to the 

completion of a final task. In the final round of Hover, eight contestants were tested with tracks of increasing 

complexity. The final day was also packed with seven workshops benefiting several students from other colleges. The 

workshops were on latest areas including C2000 Real Time Controller conducted by Texas instruments, Artificial 

Intelligence Chatbots conducted by American Express, cyber security by experts from Wipro, lean six sigma yellow 

belt workshop held by KPMG, on Mobile Application Development by Schneider electronics. A guest lecture by Kevin 

Grazier, an American planetary physicist, who spoke on ‘embracing storytelling’ to connect well with people, and an 
infotainment performance by 

Poland based Manipulator, Shao, were the highlights of the second day of the event on Saturday. 
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NIT-T inducts 48 new teachers 
TIRUCHI, MARCH 14, 2018 00:00 IST 

UPDATED: MARCH 14, 2018 04:39 IST 

 

R. Krishnamoorthy 

 

Promotion for 131 after elaborate interview process 

National Institute of Technology- Tiruchi (NIT-T) has inducted 48 new faculty members in the latest 

recruitment drive that witnessed an elaborate process spanning five months. In a related exercise, 

131 existing faculty members were promoted after gaps ranging from six to 10 years. Fifty-one 

interview boards, one each for Assistant Professor, Associate Professor and Professor for each of the 

17 departments, scrutinised the candidates for the recruitments and promotion in a process that began 

in November 2017. 

“We are the first among the NITs to complete the process of recruitment and promotions,” NIT-T 

Director Mini Shaji Thomas said. 

The NIT-T issued an advertisement in November, the very next month after the Anomaly Committee 

constituted by the MHRD came out with guidelines. The applications were called for and the 

interview process was carried out continuously for 40 days, from January 29 to March 11, the NIT-

T Director said. 

With the addition of 42 Assistant Professors, two Associate Professors and four Professors recruited 

under the flexible four-tier system in vogue since 2013, the faculty strength of NIT-T has gone up to 

265. There are more vacancies to be filled. The institution will be able to conform to the 1:12 teacher-

student ratio only when the faculty strength reaches 393. 

Though NIT-T got the sanction for filling 132 vacancies, the recruitment was restricted to 48 

candidates in order to ensure quality. The candidates, all with Ph.D. qualification, were chosen from 

IITs, and other front-ranking institutions. Some of the candidates were teachers with experience in 

institutions abroad. “We had to ensure that the candidates were good in fundamentals, basic 

knowledge, and research,” she said. The recruitment exercise will be sustained until all the vacancies 

are filled in subsequent rounds. 
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NIT Trichy makes recruitment after a 10 years 

tnn | Mar 14, 2018, 12.14 AM IST 

Trichy: National Institute of Technology (NIT) Trichy recruited 48 teaching faculty on Tuesday. 

While the recruitment has come after a record 10 years, a total 131 existing faculty members were 

also promoted who have been awaiting the same for over 6 years. The last recruitment was made 

way back in 2008. 

Faculty shortage has been a major issue in almost all NIT’s after the flexible four tier recruitment 

was adopted in 2012 leading many of the existing faculty members to court and the recruitment was 

frozen. 

Breaking a decade old deadlock on faculty recruitment, that has been taking a toll on its quality, 

National Institute of Technology (NIT) Trichy recruited 48 teaching faculty. Out of the new entrants, 

42 are assistant professors, 2 associate professors, and 4 professors. 

“Most of the candidates hold Ph D degrees from various Indian Institute of Technology and also 

have exposure in foreign universities,” said the director, NIT Trichy Mini Shaji Thomas. 

NIT Trichy is the first NIT in the country to make the first set of recruitment, after the revised set of 

recruitment rules released in July last year, Mini Shaji said. 

Saying that they kept selection process strict, she said applications were called to fill 132 vacancies 

but 48 were selected. Out of total 3700 applications received which includes 134 existing faculties 

due for promotions, 460 were shortlisted. Over 50 section committees were formed to select teaching 

faculty for 17 departments. 

Terming the development as a landmark for NIT-Trichy she said the new entrants would help the 

institute for its faster growth. However, she said 48 out of the existing 134 vacancies have been filled 

and more recruitment will be done in the upcoming years to fill the vacancies. 

Asked on the doubts that candidates from the state funded universities are not considered for 

recruitment, she said candidates should have atleast one degree, either B Tech, M Tech or Ph D from 

a centrally funded institute. Only such eligible candidates have been allowed and recruited she added. 
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NIT-Trichy bags best innovation club trophy at 

Festival of Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
TNN | Mar 23, 2018, 06.08 PM IST 

 
TRICHY: The Innovation Club at the National Institute of Technology - Trichy was adjudged the 

Best Innovation Club in the country at the Festival of Innovation and Entrepreneurship (FINE) in 

New Delhi. 

Festival of Innovation and Entrepreneurship is a weeklong annual event hosted by the President of 

India at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in March every year. The event is organised by the President’s 

secretariat and is assisted by the National Innovation Foundation, an autonomous institution under 

the department of science and technology. 

The presentation and the technological innovations of NIT - Trichy were recognised as the best 

among those presented by over 70 participating institutes and colleges. NIT- Trichy's presentation 

comprised 14 projects which were innovations at the grassroots level. President Ram Nath Kovind 

presented the trophy at the concluding session on Wednesday. Students' council president Daksh 

Khanter, accompanied by A Anand and S Rajaramanan from two technical clubs in the institute, 

attended FINE 2018. 
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Innovation Club of NIT-T adjudged best 

At ‘Festival of Innovation and Entrepreneurship 2018’ 

 

The Innovation Club of National Institute of Technology - Tiruchi (NIT-T) has been adjudged the 

best among 70 institutions that participated in ‘Festival of Innovation and Entrepreneurship (FINE) 

2018,’ in New Delhi. 

 

Daksh Khanter, president of the Students' Council of NIT-T, received the Best Innovation Club 

Award from President Ram Nath Kovind at the concluding session of the festival. The week-long 

annual event was organised by the President's Secretariat with the assistance of National Innovation 

Foundation (NIF), an autonomous institution under the Department of Science and Technology. 

 

The NITT's presentation comprised 14 projects reflecting innovations at the grass roots level. They 

included the one that won ‘Buzz in the Campus,’ an initiative to make NITT a smart campus, and 

‘Veetuku Oru Vigyaani’ organised under the aegis of HumaNITTY, a student-driven social outreach 

organisation, as a means to serve the society. 

 

Through the activities of HumaNITTY, the NITT recognised and rewarded grass roots and 

institutional achievers at the school level. The NITT, a press release said, was actively engaged in 

innovation involving students, research scholars, faculty and residents in the surroundings. 

 

NITT Director Mini Shaji Thomas felicitated Daksh Khanter and two other students - A. Anand and 

S. Rajaramanan - who took part in FINE 2018 and received the prestigious award. 
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