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TAMIL NADU 

‘Hands-on exposure must for students’ 
TIRUCHI, JANUARY 09, 2018 00:00 IST 

UPDATED: JANUARY 09, 2018 04:51 IST 

 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

The hands-on approach allows students to apply knowledge to cutting-edge research. 

Similarly, the use of instrumentation and embedded technology in the classroom also 

prepares students to tackle problems in areas as varied as agriculture, automation and 

mechatronics, said Bhavesh Mistry, Senior Group Manager, Academic Programmes, 

National Instruments, Austin, Texas, the USA, on Monday. Interacting with National 

Institute of Technology - Tiruchi (NIT-T), he said the next generation of engineers will 

have to work at the convergence of electrical, mechanical and control systems that will 

enable advanced applications across areas like cyber-physical systems, automotive 

and wireless communications as well as address the urgent societal needs in 

healthcare and the environment. 

 

In a talk on ‘Preparing the students for 21st Century System Design Challenges’, Mr. 
Mistry said it was critical to provide the students with hands-on, project-based 

learning to build skills that will play a role in India’s industrial future. 
 

Experiences in the teaching laboratory from basic concepts to complex systems will 

ensure they understand how to design engineering systems that can have a true 

impact across various areas, he said. 

 

Mini Shaji Thomas, Director, NITT, also spoke. 
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JEE awareness programme under way in NITT 
 
TIRUCHI, JANUARY 11, 2018 00:00 IST 
UPDATED: JANUARY 11, 2018 05:03 IST 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
 

Students get insight into test process 
 
As a component of Pragyan, the technology festival of the National Institute of Technology, 
Tiruchi (NITT), the second phase of the awareness programme on JEE titled Dhisai was held for 
school students in Thanjavur district recently. 
 
Hundreds of students and their teachers were exposed to the methodology of securing admission 
into IITs and NITs through the Joint Entrance Examination (JEE). 
 
Students of classes 9 and 10 will be visiting NITT in batches until January 12, to gain awareness 
of JEE. 
 
The initiative, which is being carried out with support from the School Education department, 
has benefitted thousands of students from the central districts, according to the organisers. 
 
Pragyan volunteers accompany the school students to the Ojas labs, EEE department, 
Automobile lab, SCIENT Lab, Workshop, Library, CSE and ECE labs. 
 
Booklets distributed 
 
They are briefed about JEE, how to prepare for it and its application process. Booklets explaining 
the process are given to the students and their teachers. 
 
Under the first phase of Dhisai last month, students witnessed audio-visuals of freshers in NITT 
talking about their experiences with JEE to get an insight into the admission process and the 
gravity of the entrance examination. 
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NIT-T plans centre of excellence in manufacturing 

 
TIRUCHI, JANUARY 19, 2018 00:00 IST 

UPDATED: JANUARY 19, 2018 05:04 IST 

 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

The Department of Production Engineering of the National Institute of Technology, Tiruchi (NIT-T), was 

working in coordination with other departments of the institute to establish a Centre of Excellence in 

Manufacturing, said Mini Shaji Thomas, Director, NIT-T. The centre will be established with industrial 

collaboration and support, she said speaking at a three-day international conference on ‘Contemporary 
design and analysis of manufacturing and industrial engineering systems,’ which got underway at NIT-T 

on Thursday. 

The conference, hosted by the Department of Production Engineering of NIT-T, seeks to provide a 

platform for exchange of 

interdisciplinary research ideas specifically in manufacturing and industrial engineering streams. 

Around 300 national and international delegates are attending the meet. Jayant Trewn, professor, Wayne 

State University, Michigan, USA, who is also an alumnus of NIT-T, inaugurated the conference. 

 

Design analysis 

 

Ms.Thomas said the conference was an important initiative undertaken in contemporary design analysis 

of manufacturing systems as it was relevant now. 

“We are surrounded by industries. But many industries are on the verge of closure as they lagged behind 
in technological competence down the years. The initiative will help industries to develop a good 

synergistic revival of knowledge and technology. It will also provide students ample opportunities to 

nurture and shine in the market,” the NIT-T Director said. 

M. Duraiselvam, chairman of the conference, said an MOU would be signed between Wayne State 

University and NIT-T for offering an integrated and joint masters programme. 

P. Satiya, Head, Production Engineering Department, NIT-T, and P. Parthiban, Secretary of the 

conference, spoke. 

The conference would focus on areas such as additive manufacturing, lean manufacturing, sustainable 

manufacturing, finite element analysis, design and optimisation of supply chain management, composites 

casting welding, laser technology and surface engineering robotics.  
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‘NIT-Trichy will get centre of 
excellence soon’ 
TNN | Jan 19, 2018, 12.51 AM IST 
 

TRICHY: In what appears to be a welcome gesture, NIT-Trichy will work with various 
industries to set up a centre of excellence in manufacturing that could provide a 
platform for students to interact with experts and attaining practical knowledge. 
Institute director Mini Shaji Thomas made the announcement in this connection at an 
international conference on 'Contemporary design and analysis of manufacturing and 
industrial engineering systems' (CDAMIES- 2018) here on Thursday. 
"The Production Engineering department along with other departments is working 
hard to establish soon a 'Centre of Excellence' in manufacturing. This centre will be 
established with the help of industrial collaborations," she said while addressing the 
three-day event organized by department of production engineering.  
She said that the conference was an opportunity for delegates to interact with seniors 
in identifying mentors. "Focusing on research on something which is practical and 
beneficial is of prime importance. This conference will help scholars or students set 
their goals," she said. 
"We are surrounded by industries. Many industries are on the verge of extinction due 
to technological incompetence over years. This initiative is expected to help industries 
to develop a good synergetic revival of knowledge and technology. It will provide 
students ample opportunities to nurture and outshine in the market," she added. 
Addressing the gathering, Jayant Trewn, a former student of NIT, urged students to 
explore more in industries as there was no limit for them in the area. 
M Duraiselvam, chairman of CDAMIES 18, said that during the conference an MOU 
was to be signed between Wayne state University and NIT-T for integrated and joint 
master's programme. "We have created a common platform for effective interaction 
with participating delegates and Industries like Amar tech, Bangalore, a platinum 
sponsor of the program", said. P Satiya, head, production engineering department 
spoke 
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NIT-T awarded 40 fellowships 

TIRUCHI, JANUARY 26, 2018 00:00 IST 

UPDATED: JANUARY 26, 2018 04:50 IST 

 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has awarded 34 Ph.D fellowships and six 

young faculty fellowships to National Institute of Technology - Tiruchi, under its new 

Visvesvaraya PhD Scheme. 

 

Under the scheme introduced to enhance the number of Ph.Ds in the Electronic Design and 

Manufacturing (ESDM) and IT/IT enabled Services (ITES) sector and to attract and retain the 

faculty in these areas, the Ministry has awarded young faculty fellowships to MP Selvan, N 

Sivakumaran, G. Saravana Ilango, S. Moorthi, Sishaj P Simon and K. Srinivasan. 

 

These six young faculties and the 36 Ph.D scholars are entitled to research grants, enhanced 

fellowships and travel grant for presentation of papers in international conferences, S.V. 

Raghavan, Chairman, Academic Committee, Visvesvaraya Ph.D Programme, said, handing over 

the fellowships recently at a function in NIT-T in the presence of Institute Director Mini Shaji 

Thomas, and B. Venkatramani, Senior Professor. 

 

The NIT-T, Dr. Mini Shaji Thomas assured Prof. Raghavan, will extend its support to the Ph.D 

scholars and the young faculty fellows to achieve excellence in the ESDN and ITES sector. 
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NIT-T students turn ‘teachers’ 
 
TIRUCHI, JANUARY 27, 2018 00:00 IST 
UPDATED: JANUARY 27, 2018 04:38 IST 
 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

Under the aegis of Catalyst, a social initiative of Pragyan, the technology festival of 
National Institute of Technology - Tiruchi, students reached out to the Government 
Higher Secondary School, Thuvakudi, to provide them insights into science 
learning beyond text books, recently. 
 
The student team of NIT-T performed eleven experiments covering concepts from 
Physics and Chemistry for the benefit of learners inclasses VI, VII and VIII. 
 
The experiments, Pragyan organisers said, were based on properties of acids and 
bases, the laws of gravity and few elementary chemical reactions. The lectures were 
quite interactive, filling the rooms with energy and an eagerness to learn. The 
school students responded with enthusiasm as the interactions were in Tamil. 
 
The NIT-T team, introduced to the students by the teachers, also oriented the 
students on leadership qualities. The presentation threw light on the characteristics 
expected of a leader, and the children were engaged in deliberations. They 
responded well when asked to name the people who inspired them and the 
qualities they admired in their role models. 
 
The NIT-T team wound up the visit to the government school with a short talk 
about JEE for students of class IX, and distribution of Catalyst pamphlets to the 
children. 
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Pride of patriotism on campuses 

TIRUCHI, JANUARY 27, 2018 00:00 IST 

UPDATED: JANUARY 27, 2018 04:38 IST 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

NCC cadets enact a mime show highlighting importance of environmental safety 

Republic Day was celebrated with patriotic zeal in educational institutions across the district on Friday. 

The Indian Institute of Management Trichy celebrated the 69th Republic Day on its new campus. 

IIM Trichy Director Bhimaraya Metri hoisted the national flag and reiterated the resolve of the institution 

to position itself as a leading institution through hard work. 

Prof. Bhimaraya Metri also initiated Dhruva 2.0, the annual business and cultural festival of IIM Trichy 

serving as a prestigious platform to showcase talent across business domains, and extra-curricular 

activities, on the occasion. 

The highly anticipated EDM night will be hosted by Sunburn, he said, and added that the new campus 

will host its alumni meet alongside Dhruva 2.0, to scalue up brand IIM Trichy, and launch mentorship 

program with the support of willing alumni to guide students to step into their career paths. 

Bharathidasan University Vice-Chancellor P. Manisankar hoisted the national flag and distributed prizes, 

medals and certificates to NCC cadets and NSS volunteers who had won prizes in various competitions. 

NCC cadets displayed a mime performance highlighting the importance of environmental safety. 

University Registrar hoisted the national flag in the Khajamalai campus. 

NIT-Trichy Director Mini Shaji Thomas hoisted the tri-colour and inspected the guard of honor by the 

Security Guard and NCC, and exhorted citizens to be thankful to the armed forces protecting the borders 

for internal peace. 

She reminded students of their future responsibilities to build a new India by 2022, by eradicating 

poverty, terrorism, communalism and casteism. 

Referring to the slogan: 'locally relevant, globally competent' adopted by the Institute for 2018, Dr. Mini 

Shaji Thomas said as an institution of national importance aspiring to be an institution of eminence, the 

students and faculties have to channel the utility of technology to the villages and industries in the 

surroundings for to bring about economic empowerment. 
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Master of InfoTech NIT Tiruchy poised to become 
inter-disciplinary Centre of Excellence 
NIT, Tiruchy has decided to launch an inter-disciplinary Centre of Excellence to bring together departments like research in 
NIT, industries and other academic institutions to make Tiruchy as a major hub for research, innovation and manufacturing, 
said NIT, Tiruchy Director Mini Shaji Thomas here on Friday. 
 

 
 

Thiruchirapalli: Unfurling the tri-colour on the Republic day, Director Mini Shaji stated that time has 

come to work for a new NIT, Tiruchy 2022. “The first such centre will be functional soon, in 
“manufacturing’’ to catapult NIT Tiruchy to a major hub for research, innovation and training in 

Manufacturing systems. We will introduce multidisciplinary programmes and courses to attract students 

from far and wide,” the director said. 
Meanwhile, the institution has planned to develop a world class infrastructure with international hostels 

and guest houses. The director said that NIT, Tiruchy recently inaugurated the Office of the International 

relations for semester exchange and related activities with leading universities. 

She said that the student council with e-cell-initiated a challenge last year to innovate for a social cause. 

One of the winning teams had developed a bus tracking app and urged the NIT community to be more 

socially relevant. Meanwhile, she acclaimed that students and researchers of the institution had filed 

nearly 25 patents in the last 10 months. 

Mini Shaji Thomas also lauded faculty members Dr Simon, Dr Ilango, Dr Moorthi, Dr Sivakumaran and 

Dr Srinivasan who were awarded the Young Faculty Research Fellowship (YFRF) by the Ministry of 

Electronics and Information Technology, MeitY, Government of India and Dr MP Selvan, who had been 

selected as the first young faculty fellow from the institute. 
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